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Civil Rights icon to lead
King assassination march

City Council approves sick pay leave
at last but Bloomberg  vows to veto it

NYSUT calls on parents to sign petition on standardized testing

    On Thursday, April 4, the
People’s Organization for
Progress (POP) will host a march
and rally to observe the
45thanniversary of the assassina-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
    Participants will gather at the
Lincoln Monument at 4:30pm,
located at Springfield Avenue
and West Market Street, Newark.
    Civil Rights pioneer Claudette
Colvin, the first to face arrest
leading up to the epic Montgom-
ery Bus Boycott, will be a spe-
cial guest participant.
    Ms. Colvin was a special
women’s history month guest for

By J. Zamgba Browne
Special to NY Beacon

    The City Council has given
its approval to a proposal to
pay sick leave to New York
Ci ty  workers .  But  Mayor
Bloomberg has vowed to veto
the plan. Speaker Christine
Quinn was among those who
negotiated the deal.
    The bill guarantees that no
New Yorker will face the threat
of losing his or her job or  live-
lihood for taking for taking a
day off work because of ill-
ness. The bill also mandates
paid sick time be provided by
employers with more than 15
workers.
    Speaker Quinn said the bill
fully recognizes the impor-
tance of protecting the city’s
economy and provides protec-
tions to ensure that implemen-
tation is pegged to continued
recovery.
    Under the bill, all New York-
ers will receive full protections
that will allow them to take
time to care for themselves and
their families when ill, without
fear or threat of losing their
jobs. An estimated one million
will benefit from the bill.
    “We have a good, strong,
and sensible piece of legisla-
tion that recognizes the needs
of every day New Yorkers and
the realities that our struggling
businesses face,” said Speaker
Quinn.
    After three years of non-
stop advocacy and coalition
building, Speaker Quinn said
she was pleased and grateful
that an agreement was reached
for paid sick leave.
    According  to  Speaker
Quinn, the bill includes vital
pro tec t ions  for  the  c i ty’s
economy, including a reverse
trigger that will ensure the

    New York State United Teach-
ers last week launched a state-
wide public campaign asking
parents to join teachers in op-
posing the state’s use of new,
hastily implemented standard-
ized tests for high-stakes deci-
sions affecting students and
teachers.
    For months, the statewide
union has been pressing the
State Education Department to
acknowledge teachers’ growing
concerns with the state’s rocky
implementation of new Common
Core learning standards and new
standardized tests that students
must take in April.
    While NYSUT supports the
“potential” of the new Common
Core learning standards and fully
embraces the principle of ac-
countability for students and
educators, two-thirds of teach-
ers said in a poll that their stu-
dents lacked textbooks and ma-
terials aligned with the state’s
new standards. Even worse,
many teachers say students will

mandate is only enacted if the
city’s economy can sustain it.
    “If the economy unexpectedly
worsens, the bill will be delayed
from taking effect until conditions
improve,” said Quinn. “Addition-
ally, an effectively date one year
in the future will provide busi-
nesses time to plan and also al-
low future economic recovery to
take root,” she added.
    Councilmembere Letitia James
said with the passage of this mile-
stone legislation “our city’s work-
ing families will no longer have
to fear the loss of jobs for taking
a sick day or caring for a loved
one who is ill.”
    Juana Sanchez, a mother of
three hailed the plan and called it
a “tremendous step forward for
New York’s working families.”
She said workers will no longer
have to choose between their
jobs and their health or their
children’s health.
     “I am incredibly proud to be a
part of this historic and progres-
sive moment here in New York
City where so many low wage
workers without paid sick days
can now have some economic
peace of mind,” said Sanchez.
    Robert Bookman of New York
City Hospitality Alliance a million
New Yorkers will no longer face a
choice between taking care of a
sick child and a day’s pay. “And
it is now illegal for any worker to
be fired for missing a few days
work because of illness,” she
added.
    Bill  Lipton of the Working
F a m i l i e s  P a r t y  s a i d  t h e
c h a n g e s  s p e a r h e a d e d  b y
Speaker Quinn are a sensible
s e t  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  “ A l -
though our members provide
benefits such as paid sick leave,
we have always been concerned
about the impact of the original
proposal on the city’s business
community,” said Lipton.

be tested next month on material
that has not yet been taught, with
the state still distributing materials
and guidance to teachers as late as
last month. Education Commis-
sioner John King Jr. and U.S. Sec-
retary of Education Arne Duncan,
among others, have acknowledged
student test scores will plummet —
likely up to 30 percent — yet New
York is still permitting the scores to
be used to unfairly labeling stu-
dents and measure teacher effec-
tiveness.
    “Teachers have repeatedly
urged the State Education Depart-
ment and Regents to use this year’s
tests to measure the state’s
progress in implementing the Com-
mon Core, not for high-stakes de-
cisions affecting students and
teachers,” said NYSUT President
Richard C. Iannuzzi. “They aren’t
listening.”
    Iannuzzi said that, after months
of intense efforts to get State Edu-
cation Department leaders to ac-
knowledge the specific and docu-
mented concerns voiced by teach-

ers statewide, the union decided
to take the issue public. NYSUT is
taking out full-page print and on-
line ads in leading upstate news-
papers this week calling on par-
ents to unite in a strong push-back
against the state’s over-reliance
on standardized testing. The print
and on-line ads link to a parent
petition that will also be shared
locally and via social media. Both
the ads and petition can be found
at www.nysut.org.
    Thousands of teachers have al-
ready written letters to the com-
missioner and Board of Regents
detailing implementation problems
and the tremendous stress placed
on students by unrelenting stan-
dardized testing. NYSUT is deliv-
ering the letters to policymakers
on a daily basis as part of a “Tell it
Like it Is” campaign.
    “Teachers are speaking force-
fully and eloquently on the harm-
ful impact of too many tests, given
too frequently and without giving
teachers and schools adequate
time to prepare students,” said

NYSUT Vice President Maria Neira.
“We know parents share teachers’
concerns about the state’s obses-
sion with standardized testing. This
petition gives parents a way to add
their voices to the concerns teach-
ers have been voicing since early fall.
Students and teachers feel they are
being set up for failure.”
    In the union’s open letter to par-
ents, Iannuzzi said, “No experienced
teacher would test students on ma-
terial before it’s been taught – and
yet that’s the scenario the state has
created in its rush to roll out new
standardized tests.” The letter adds,
“Too many students have not been
taught the material for a whole new
set of challenging standardized tests
in math and English Language Arts.”
    Neira said NYSUT has pressed the
State Education Department and
Regents to allow time for school dis-
tricts and teachers to thoughtfully
implement the Common Core; for a
reduction in the number and length
of standardized tests; and for the

POP just last week.
    Correcting the historical record,
it was Colvin’s action on March 2,
1955, and she was only 15 years
old at the time, that inspired others
to take similar actions leading up
to the more planned and strategic
action of the immortal Rosa Parks
on Dec. 1, 1955.
    It was Colvin’s case, Browder v.
Gayle, joining her action with the
actions of Mary Louise Smith,
Susie McDonald and Aurelia
Browder, that actually struck down
segregated busing in the federal

Mayor Bloomberg

Speaker Quinn

Claudette Colvin at 15

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)

Arne Duncan (CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)
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By J. Zamgba Browne
Special to NY Beacon

    An alleged political scheme by
Democratic State Sen. Malcolm
Smith to place himself on the may-
oral ballot as a Republican has
backfired. The Senator was ar-
rested at his home in Queens early
Tuesday morning.
    Sen. Smith was arrested along
with five political accomplices in-
cluding the Mayor of Spring Val-
ley, Noramie F. Jasmin, New York
City Councilman Dan Halloran,
who represents northern Queens,
and a host of other co-conspira-
tors.
    For the plot to succeed, an alli-
ance was formed. They also
needed the support of three bor-
oughs to get the Republican nod
without having to change party
affiliation. The plan was already in
progress.
    FBI Assistant Director George

Venizelos said Sen. Smith and
company built a corridor of cor-
ruption and greed from Queens
and The Bronx to Rockland
County and all the way to Albany.
“Public service is not supposed
to be a shortcut to self-enrich-
ment,” said Venizelos.
    Halloran’s main task in the plot
was to set up meetings with rep-
resentatives and hand out bribes
totaling thousands of dollars.
The bribes were masked as legal
accounting services. Holloran
has also been accused of pock-
eting bribes from a consultant in
exchange for $80,000 in City
Council funding
     “After all the public corrup-
tion scandals we have charged,
the sad truth may be the most
powerful special interest in poli-
tics is self-interest,” said Preet
Bharara, U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District who is handling
the case.

Sen. Smith charged with
mayoral election scheme

Sen. Malcolm Smith

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)

FARRAKHAN SPEAKS — Minister Farrakhan speaks March 22 at
Tuskegee University to wrap up three days of activity on the
campus.Photos: Hasaan Muhammad

By Ashahed M. Muhammad
Special to the NNPA from The
Final Call

   TUSKEGEE, Ala. (FinalCall.com)
– Though some were unhappy
with the Honorable Minister
Louis Farrakhan’s presence, their
efforts and weak protestations
were drowned out by overwhelm-
ing support from student organi-
zations, and prominent religious
and political leaders here.
    Tuskegee Mayor Johnny Ford
set the tone for the evening
March 22, speaking to over 2,500
in the Gen. Daniel “Chappie”
James Center, and leaving no
doubt as to whether the Minister
was welcome.
    “I’m here to say that not only
is he welcome, with the power in-
vested in me by the people of
Tuskegee, Alabama, I hereby pro-
claim this night as ‘Minister Louis
Farrakhan Night’ in the City of
Tuskegee,” said Mayor Ford.
“Not only do I present to him the
key to the City of Tuskegee, I’m
proud to say that he is honorary
mayor of Tuskegee for life!”
     The crowd cheered loudly as
Minister Farrakhan stepped to the

rostrum and got right down to
business declaring Tuskegee Uni-
versity is not simply an educational
institution, but an entity that could
play a key role in launching unlim-
ited progress for the Black nation.
    “Tuskegee is more than just a
university,” Minister Farrakhan
said. “Tuskegee contains the semi-
nal fluid of the Kingdom of God.”
     “You are more than who you
think you are,” the Minister con-
tinued, “but because of who you
are, you are in danger! So tonight,
I want to expose the danger and
by God’s grace give you the guid-
ance to be exactly what I said you

are—the seminal fluid of the King-
dom of God.”
    Minister Farrakhan thanked his
teacher, “the Eternal Leader of the
Nation of Islam,” the Most Honor-
able Elijah Muhammad for leading
him to the “infinite wisdom of God.”
He surprised many in the audience
by sharing how the Hon. Elijah
Muhammad wanted to buy
Tuskegee University in the early
1960s, even at one time meeting
with city and university officials.
His desire was to return the institu-
tion to the principles of thrift and

Farrakhan tells students: You
 are chosen to build new world

Dr. AmosC. Brown

By Maya Rhodan
Washington Correspondent

    Rev. Amos Brown, pastor of the
Third Baptist Church of San Fran-
cisco, and Rev. Anthony Evans, presi-
dent of the National Black Church
Initiative in Washington, D.C., are
brothers of the cloth. Though they
share a love for Christ and the Bible,
they do not share the same views on
same sex marriage, an issue now be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court.
    “I’m not going to ever believe that
gay marriage is right,” says Rev.
Evans. “It contradicts our tradition
within the Black church. We take the
Bible very literally when it comes to
marriage.”
    Rev. Brown, on the other hand,
says: “You can’t use the Bible to sup-
port your position on this—Jesus
didn’t say one word about gays. The
Bible also says if your child disobeys
you, you should kill them and that
women who are menstruating should
not be allowed in church. These are
low-case words and actions of men,

they have nothing to do with the high-
case word of God and Jesus in terms of
love and beauty.”
    Like Rev. Brown and Rev. Evans, the
Black community is sharply divided on
same-sex marriage.
    Religious beliefs are often at the fore-
front of opposition to same-sex marriage.
Among African American’s in particu-
lar, it’s the common denominator among
those who are more firmly against the
issue.
    Among Blacks who attend church on
a regular basis, 60 percent are opposed
to same-sex marriage. For those who
attend less than weekly only about 43
percent are against, and 42 percent have
taken a pro-stance.
    Kevin Reid, a 55-year-old Chicagoan
and regular churchgoer, considers him-
self among those opposed.
    “I believe that marriage should be
between a man and a woman,” he says.
    Brittany Galloway, a Washington,
D.C. resident, is a 25-year-old non-de-
nominational Christian who attends

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 16)

African Americans don’t have same
views on same-sex marriage issue

By J. Zamgba Browne
Special to NY Beacon

    Gov. Andrew Cuomo may have ev-
ery reason to pat himself on the back
for successfully producing three con-
secutive early state budgets. He was
able to pull it off days before the April
1, by working with the legislature.
    The early passage of the 2013-14
budgets continues the Cuomo
administration’s focus on economic
growth through a series of initiatives
to create jobs and grow the economy
including new tax cuts for small busi-
nesses.
    Also tax cuts for middle class fami-
lies, major education reforms and in-
vestments, and an increase in the mini-
mum wage to $9 per hour. The budget

passed both houses of the Legisla-
ture with a hitch.
    Gov. Cuomo said when he took
office more than two years ago; New
York was at a crossroads, with fami-
lies and businesses leaving the Em-
pire State and a government that
had lost the trust and confidence of
the people.
    Year after year the budgets were
late and the entire process had be-
come a symbol for the dysfunction
and chaos of Albany. “We prom-
ised to build a New York and the
2013-14 Budgets continues to de-
liver on this promise,” said Gov.
Cuomo.
    With this budget, Cuomo said the
Empire State is continuing to create
good jobs, cut taxes for the middle

Gov. Andrew Cuomo

Assembly passes ‘family friendly’ third state budget

class, lead the nation in education
and civil rights reforms, and provide
a model for a government that works.
     “After years of out of control
spending, for the third year in a row
we have an on-time budget that holds

spending growth under two percent,”
said Gov. Cuomo. “This is a budget
that all New Yorkers can be proud of,”
he added.
     Senate Majority Leader Dean G.
Skelos called the new budget busi-
ness and family friendly” that keeps
spending within a self-imposed two
percent cap, and emphasizes Senate
Republican priorities to help busi-
nesses create new jobs provide tax
relief to struggling middle-class fami-
lies.
     “Our responsibility is to respond
to their needs and to make sure that
that our economy grows in the years
to come and, in this budget, we have
achieved those important goals,” said
Skelos.
     Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver

said the new budget addresses what
have always been the Assembly
majority’s core priorities. “It makes the
critical investments in public education,
public health and affordable housing
while honoring the moral obligation to
preserve the social safety net,” said Sil-
ver.
    Recognizing that New York’s  mini-
mum wage is unlivable and 19 other
states have higher minimum wages than
New York, the budget  raises the mini-
mum wage from $7.25  to $9 an hour
over three years, beginning with $8.00
 by the end of 2013, $8.75 by the end of
2014, and $9 by the end of 2015.
     The budget maintains the Medicare
spending cap enacted in 2011-2012 and
recommends funding consistent with
its provisions.
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4 OraQuick launches campaign to promote need to know HIV status
    OraSure Technologies, Inc.
maker of the OraQuick In-
Home HIV Test, announces the
launch of a nationwide aware-
ness campaign to encourage
everyone to learn their HIV
status. The campaign, “Make
Knowing Your Thing Today”
asks people across the coun-
try to share their story about
their decision to test for HIV.
The awareness campaign is
part of an integrated national
marketing program that in-
cludes events, as well as na-
tional and local radio, outdoor
advertising, television, print
and digital advertising.
    Earvin “Magic” Johnson
has teamed with OraSure to
kick off this campaign today,
sharing his story of knowing,
and encouraging others to do
the same.
    “Knowing your HIV status
is important, but that doesn’t
mean that the decision to get
tested is easy. Everyone fol-
lows a different path to test-
ing and everyone has differ-
ent reasons for doing it,” said
Earvin “Magic” Johnson, CEO
of Magic Johnson Enterprises.
“We need to have an open and
honest dialogue about HIV/
AIDS to  he lp  remove the
stigma around testing, so more
people get tested. The more
people we get to join the con-
versation, the more powerful
the message will be: Testing
for HIV/AIDS can save lives.
It’s everyone’s thing.”
    The OraQuick In-Home HIV

By Edith Billups
Special to the NNPA from the
Afro-American Newspaper

    Audri Scott Williams walked
thousands of miles to promote
peace, now she’s on the move
again, this time to bring atten-
tion to the environment.
    Williams, 57, is a little more
than two weeks into a six-week
walk from Washington D.C. to
Tuskegee, Ala., her home. She
struck out with a group of sup-
porters March 1 from the Mar-
tin Luther King. Jr. Memorial
in Northwest Washington. She
expects to conclude the walk
on April 13. She is collaborat-
ing with the Heal the Atmo-
sphere  Associa t ion ,  a
Tuskegee-based organization,
to raise environmental aware-
ness.
    “We want to raise aware-
ness of the damage being done
to the planet through pollu-
tion. We also want to shift the
consciousness about Mother
Earth so that all realize that we
are in relationship with her and
all things,” Williams said.
    From 2005-2009, Williams, a
former Maryland resident, led
seven others in a walk around
the  wor ld  in  the  Tra i l  of
Dreams World Peace Walk.
They traveled to 17 countries.
The current walk, dubbed the
Out of  Washington Comes
RESPECT (Real Environmen-
tally Safe Practices—Embrac-
ing Change Together) Walk.
Two members of The Trail of
Dreams World Peace team,
Karen Watson, 62, and Tony
Shina, 51, are joining Williams.

Other walkers include Charles
and Harriet Davis, founders of
The Heal the Atmosphere As-
socia t ion;  s tudents  f rom
Tuskegee  Univers i ty.  The
youngest walker is 6-year-old
Elijah Sims.
    A grandmother of 12 who
holds a bachelor’s degree in
criminology and a master’s in
indigenous science, Williams
resigned as dean of continuing
education and community ser-
vices from Charles County Com-
munity College in 1993 to fulfill
a  greater  cal l ing—walk for
peace, healing and reconcilia-
tion.
     “In 1993, I had a heart at-
tack,” she said. “The cardiolo-
gist said I was lucky. He said I
was here to do something and I
needed to figure what that was
if I wanted to be here. I knew
what he meant. After the heart
attack, I made a commitment to
follow the path of my dreams.
My dreams led me to walk to
affect peace and healing in our
relationships because how we
are in relationship to ourselves,
our families, our communities
and mother earth will determine
the fate of humankind,” she
added.
    Williams noted that in 12
years, she estimates that she
has walked more than 50,000
miles. Because of the young
walkers  accompanying the
group, the walkers are covering
eight to 10 miles a day, “but our
goal is 40 miles a day,” she said.
    Along the way, the group will
stop to give talks on peace and the
need to protect the environment.
     “We are walking in solidarity

nents where she visited sacred
sites, engaged in sacred ceremo-
nies, and connected with commu-
nities, Williams said. She noted
that leaders throughout history,
including Martin Luther King Jr.,
Mahatma Gandi and Harriet
Tubman, have used walking to

inspire change. The walk route in-
cludes Richmond, Va., Greenville,
N.C., Atlanta and Montgomery, Ala.
Organizers invite community groups
to provide food and sleeping accom-
modations.
     “Walking is powerful and trans-
formational,” she said. “I walk be-
cause the power of love is present
and it sweeps away the lies that keep
us blind and brings us face to face
with our deepest truths—about our-
selves and the world around us. I
choose to engage and change the
world, one step at a time. If one
person’s life is healed or trans-
formed because they walked with us
then my prayers are answered be-
cause they very well may be (the)
leader the world is waiting for.”
     For more than a decade, The Heal
the Atmosphere Association has
offered “green education,” officials
said. In Tuskegee, it created Shanti
Villa, a model green community that
attracts young environmentalist and
artists who are committed to heal-
ing the planet. The organization also
has been leading small walks in the
community for years to raise envi-
ronmental awareness, authorities
said.
     “From my standpoint, our sur-
vival as a human species depends
on us recognizing and honoring
Mother Earth,” she said.
     Williams said the Davises,
who founded Shanti Villa with
their three sons, inspired this lat-
est journey. “We all were talking
about environmental issues and
decided to start our walk in D.C.
because it symbolically repre-
sents the political powers of our
country and we wanted to con-
nect with that to make a state-
ment,” she said.

and bringing attention to environ-
mental issues that impact poor and
indigenous people around the
world,’ she said.
     Her experiences have taken her
on four life-changing journeys, in-
cluding The Trail of Dreams World
Peace Walk for Peace on six conti-

Test is the first ever in-home
rapid infectious disease test
made available directly to con-
sumers. Launched in October
2012, the test detects antibod-
ies to both HIV-1 and HIV-2 with
an oral swab, providing a con-
fidential in-home testing option
with results in as little as 20 min-
utes. It is available in most na-
tional drugstore and mass mer-
chandiser retail outlets nation-
wide  and onl ine  a t
OraQuick.com.
    OraQuick has launched the
“Make Knowing Your Thing To-
day” campaign to encourage
people to take the important
step towards learning their HIV
status. The campaign features
a contest, which asks partici-
pants to submit a short video
or  photo  wi th  capt ion  a t
www.OraQuick.com/knowing,
to share their story about why
they decided to get tested for
HIV. A winning entry will be se-
lected based on viewer voting
and input  f rom a  panel  of
judges. The winner will be a
part of a future OraQuick® In-
Home HIV Test promotion. The
contest runs through July 2013.
    “HIV/AIDS continues to be
one of the most significant
health crises facing America
today. Knowing your HIV sta-
tus is the best thing for every-
one, regardless of age, race or
sexual orientation,” said Dou-
glas A. Michels, President and
Chief  Executive Officer  of
OraSure Technologies. “It has
never been easier than now with

our OraQuick® In-Home HIV
Test, which empowers people
to test in the comfort and pri-
vacy of their own home.”
    According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), there are approximately
1.2 million people in the U.S.

that have HIV and approxi-
mately 240,000 of them are un-
aware of their status. Those
who do not know they are HIV
positive are disproportionately
responsible for the 50,000 new
HIV infections that occur each
year.

    Approved by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA)
in July 2012, the OraQuick In-
Home HIV Test was named one
of the “Best Inventions of 2012”
by TIME and was also named a
“Top Health Breakthrough of
2012” by Men’s Health magazine.
It is an over-the-counter version
of OraQuick ADVANCE, an oral
swab rapid test with more than
25 million units sold in the pro-
fessional market, including doc-
tors, hospitals, clinics and other
trained professionals.
    To ensure optimal support for in-
dividuals using the OraQuick® In-
Home HIV Test, OraSure offers live
support and comprehensive refer-
ral services 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, every day of the year,
through a toll-free support center
and comprehensive consumer
website at www.oraquick.com.
    The OraQuick Support Center
is staffed with highly trained, bi-
lingual (English/Spanish) repre-
sentatives who are available by
telephone at 866-436-6527 to an-
swer questions about HIV/AIDS
and using and interpreting the
test. They also provide referrals
to follow-up and care, and can
take orders for the OraQuick In-
Home HIV Test. Additionally, the
product website provides access
to resources and referral to fol-
low-up counseling, confirmatory
testing and medical care.
    For more information on the
“Make Knowing Your Thing To-
day” campaign and video con-
test, visit www.OraQuick.com/
knowing.

Earvin “Magic” Johnson helps kick off HIV/AIDS awareness
campaign

Black woman who walked for peace now walking for environment

Audri Scott Williams
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Editorial
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Supreme Court determined
to kill affirmative action

Street gangs – L.A. style

Medical condescension can be deadly

Beacon
Walter Smith: Publisher & Editor-in-Chief

Miatta Haj Smith: Co-Publisher & Executive Editor

William Egyir: Managing Editor

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

    A decade after carefully ruling
in two University of Michigan
cases – striking down the under-
graduate admissions procedures
and upholding those imple-
mented by the law school – the
U.S. Supreme Court seems on
course to strike down even the
mildest form of affirmative action
admissions in higher education.
    After oral arguments in a case
brought by a White student who
was denied admission to the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin, the jus-
tices are expected to hand down
a ruling in late June or early July.
Rather than await the outcome of
that case, last week the court ac-
cepted another challenge to affir-
mative action in Michigan, which
will not be argued until the Octo-
ber term.
    The fact that the court accepted
the Texas and Michigan cases,
after higher education officials
thought the matter was settled
law, is a clear indication that the
conservative-leaning court plans
to eviscerate race- and gender-
conscious college admissions
programs, no matter how conser-
vative or narrowly drawn. If the
court had other intentions, it
would have left lower court rul-
ings favorable to affirmative ac-
tion in the two cases stand.
    Fisher v. University of Texas at
Austin, the case the court is ex-
pected to rule on in late June, was
brought by Abigail Fisher, a 22-
year-old White woman who was

By Harry C. Alford
Beyond the Rhetoric

    ll major cities have street gangs.
Some can be violent and many can
be criminal organizations. Los
Angeles, without a doubt, is the
world hub of ethnic street gangs.
Blacks have the Bloods, Crips and
Pirus while Asian Americans have
the Asian Boyz, Fullerton Boys,
Kkangpae, Menace of Destruc-
tion, Satanas. Chinese have the
Four Seas, United Bamboo Gang,
Wah Ching and White Dragon
while Whites have Armenian
Power, Aryan Brotherhood, Hells
Angels MC, Nazi Low Riders and
Public Enemy No. 1.
    Hispanics have the most gang
activity. Some of their larger gangs
are 13th Street, 18th Street, 38th

Street, Clanton 14, Mexican Mafia
(Prison Gang), Mongols MC, MS
– 13, Nortenos, Nuestra Familia
(Prison Gang), Avenues, The Ras-
cals, Tooner Ville Rifa 13, Varrio
Nuevo Estrada and White Fence.
Keep in mind these are just the
larger gangs and many of them
have divisions known as “sets”.
    Black neighborhoods in Los
Angeles experienced the forma-
tion of clubs after World War II
and lasting until the first Watts riot
in 1965. These clubs soon became
known as gangs as violence
amongst them started to grow.
Growing up in the metro area, I can
remember the Slausons, Gladia-
tors, Del Vikings and Business-
men. Whites had a gang known
as the “Spook Hunters” (in the
Hawthorne and Inglewood areas)
who would seek Blacks to beat up.
The Slausons and Del Vikings re-
taliated and put them to rest.
    After the Watts riot, a new or-
ganization appeared. Bunchy
Carter, a charismatic, tall and mus-
cular brother who ran the “Ren-
egades” set of the Slausons,
founded the Southern California
chapter of the Black Panther Party.
He was recruiting 50 – 100 mem-
bers a week and their mantra was
to watch the L.A. Police Depart-
ment and protect the people.
LAPD wasn’t having it. They

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist

    Anna Brown, a St. Louis-based
homeless woman, needed treat-
ment for a sprained ankle. She
went to three emergency rooms
seeking treatment. In the third
hospital, St. Mary’s Health Cen-
ter, Brown was emphatic about
needing care. Instead of being
treated, she was arrested for tres-
passing, and died in a jail cell.
Was she ill-treated because she
was homeless? Black? Broke? All
three? It really doesn’t matter.
What matters is the hospital that
failed to treat her may have con-
tributed to her death.
    Too many African Americans
are treated in emergency rooms

teamed up with the secret FBI op-
eration known as COINTELPRO.
This anti-constitutional concoction
of J. Edgar Hoover basically went
after Black elected officials but the
national rise of the Black Panthers
made Hoover decide to literally wipe
them out. They encouraged another
new group known as Organization
Us, headed by Ron Karenga
(founder of Kwanza), to rival the
Panthers. It resulted in Bunchy
Carter being murdered on UCLA’s
campus. Ron Karenga and some of
his members came to my neighbor-
hood to recruit us. We thought they
were comical and didn’t know this
was just a front for another mission.
They went away after Bunchy’s
murder in1969.
    Many Black youth were de-
pressed and a void was created and
needed to be filled. Thus, Raymond
Lee Washington, 15 years old, got
the boys in his neighborhood and
commissioned them as the “Crips”
(his brother’s nickname). As they
grew in South Central, Stanley
Tookie Williams was organizing a
group on the Westside. They met
and decided to merge under the Crip
banner. Today, they are the largest
Black gang in America with chap-
ters expanding from coast to coast.
     The Bloods were started from a
rebellious set of the Crips. The Pirus,
named after a street in Compton,
helped start this rival gang. Being
smaller than the Crips, the Bloods
got a reputation for being very vio-
lent and ruthless to any rivals. To-
day, they too are national with sets
operating wherever a large Black
population exists. Their largest East
Coast set is the United Blood Na-
tion, which was started in Rikers Is-
land prison to protect Black inmates
from Hispanic inmate attacks.
    L.A. has more than 600 Hispanic
street gangs. The largest by far is
Mara Salvatrucha – MS-13, which
has more than 70,000 members and
sets throughout the United States,
Canada, Mexico and Central
America. These guys stay busy with
drug trafficking, robbery, larceny,
human trafficking, kidnapping, arms

rejected for admission in the fall
of 2008. Under the University of
Texas admissions program, the
top 10 percent of each high school
graduating class was guaranteed
admission to the state’s flagship
university. When Fisher applied,
90 percent of the students were
selected that way.
    The other 10 percent of appli-
cants were admitted based on a
variety of factors, including extra-
curricular activities, awards and
honors, work experience, socio-
economic status, standardized
test scores and race. Of all of those
factors, Fisher decided to chal-
lenge admissions because the uni-
versity considered race as one of
many factors.
    “Race is only one modest fac-
tor among many others weighed;
it is considered only in an indi-
vidualized and contextual way…
and admissions officers do not
know an applicant’s race when
they decide [who] to admit in UT’s
process,” the university argued in
its brief.
    University of Texas officials said
if the modest affirmative action
program had not been in place,
Fisher still would not have quali-
fied for admission. The district and
appeals courts agreed, ruling
against Fisher. But the Supreme
Court decided to accept the case
anyway.
    Even more surprising was the
court’s decision to accept another
Michigan case, Schulette v. Coali-
tion to Defend Affirmative Action,
while Fisher is still pending.
    After the Supreme Court upheld

affirmative action in the Univer-
sity of Michigan law school case,
58 percent of voters adopted Pro-
posal 2 in 2006, which prohibited
discrimination or preferential treat-
ment in public education, govern-
ment contracting and public em-
ployment based on race, ethnicity
or gender. It was modeled after a
ballot measure passed by Califor-
nia voters in 1996.
    Supporters of affirmative action
in Michigan, lodged a legal chal-
lenge to Proposal 2, paving the
path for the U.S. 6th Circuit Court
of Appeals in Cincinnati to rule 8-
7 that ballot initiative, which
amended the state constitution,
violated the federal Constitution’s
Equal Protection Clause.
    According to the NAACP Le-
gal Defense and Educational
Fund, the percentage of Black
students enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Michigan had dropped
from 6.7 percent in 2006 to 4.5 per-
cent in 2010 as a result of Proposal
2.
    The permissible use of affirma-
tive action was thought to be de-
cided for good in 2003. In Gratz v.
Bollinger, the court ruled that the
University of Michigan’s under-
graduate admissions program vio-
lated the Equal Protection Clause
of the 14th Amendment when it
assigned 20 points to minority
applicants.
    But in Grutter v. Bollinger, the
court ruled that when narrowly
tailored, race can be lawfully used
in combination with other factors

as criminals, not people in need
of health services. After learning
of the Anna Brown case, a
sisterfriend shared that she had
such an extreme anxiety attack that
her 10-year-old son called 911.
When she got to the emergency
room (with health insurance, thank
you), she was queried about her
use of drugs and alcohol, not her
health condition. It was only after
her blood was tested that she was
treated. So she spent four agoniz-
ing hours on a hospital bed with
raspy breath, a frightened son,
and no medical care.
    She isn’t the only one who was
mistreated. African American and
Latino men with broken bones are
less likely to get pain medication
than others. Even children of color

are less likely to receive painkill-
ers than White children, because
some physicians think they are
faking the severity of their pain.
When we look at health dispari-
ties and wonder why African
Americans are more likely to have
diabetes, high blood pressure,
kidney failures, breast cancer,
AIDS and other diseases, one
might point to the many ways that
doctors, especially those in emer-
gency rooms, signal that Black
pain is not worth treating. The re-
sult is that someone who is really
hurting chooses to forgo medical
care instead of dealing with medi-
cal condescension and arrogance.
    To our society’s shame, emer-
gency rooms often become the
health providers of last resort.

Those without a regular physician
are stuck going to an emergency
room when all else fails. A cold
becomes the flu and the flu be-
comes pneumonia and only when
a patient is struggling for breath
does she seek treatment in an
emergency room. I can under-
stand a doctor’s frustration be-
cause the patient did not deal with
her challenges earlier. But well-
paid emergency room doctors
need to do their work without
judgmental attitudes getting in
their way.
    Anna Brown deserved to be
treated as a human being. She de-
served to be treated as someone
who was struggling with pain. In-
stead, she was treated as a crimi-
nal because she insisted on care.

Thus, she was accused of trespass-
ing, instead of being treated as
someone who was hurting.
    While many would describe our
society as post-racial that is a spe-
cious and inaccurate description of
the world in which we live. Racism
muddies the water that we all swim
in, and physicians are not ex-
empted. Those who swim in muddy
water reflect the muddy attitudes
that are prevalent in our society.
Many doctors consider themselves
“culturally sensitive” but they have
come to certain conclusions about
poor folks, Black folks, and others
that they treat. It is easier to write
off a woman like Anna Brown than
it is to find out what is really wrong

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 16)
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Opinion
Are we winning the clean vs. dirty energy battle ?

The NRA is afraid of the truth
By Marian Wright Edelman
Child Watch

    Why is the National Rifle As-
sociation so afraid of the truth?
There are many misconceptions
about guns and gun violence
swirling around in Americans’
minds—and in many cases, this
misinformation is no accident. For
years the NRA has blocked the
truth and actively fought against
and prevented research in the
causes and costs of gun violence
because they don’t want Ameri-
cans to know the truth about
guns, how to prevent gun vio-
lence, and how to make them-
selves and their children safer.
    Why else would they have
Congress pull gun injury preven-
tion research funding from the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the National In-
stitutes of Health? Why have we
put up so long with efforts to
block all research on a huge pub-
lic health threat that injures and
kills tens of thousands of Ameri-
cans every year?
    As Drs. Arthur Kellermann and
Frederick Rivara wrote an article
titled, “Silencing the Science on
Gun Research” in the February
2013 Journal of the American
Medical Association. They
wrote, “What can be done to re-

By Ted Glick

    “I’d put my money on the sun
and solar energy. What a source
of power! I hope we don’t have
to wait until oil and coal run out
before we tackle that.”
—-Thomas Edison, 1931
    I’ve been doing just about all I
can for the last 10 years to help
build the climate movement. For
virtually all of that time I’ve done
so without much hope that we can
defeat Dirty Coal, Oil and Gas in
enough time to prevent massive
climate disruption.
    In all honesty, many times I’ve
felt that I was doing this work
mainly to be able to live with my-
self, to know when I die that I
have done all I could to try to sta-
bilize the earth’s unraveling cli-
mate and the extreme, cata-
strophic weather that would
come with that unraveling.
    But over the last month or two,
for very specific reasons, I’m
coming to see things differently.
I’m beginning to believe that the
human race has a fighting chance
of preventing runaway, cata-
strophic climate change and, in
so doing, open the way for a
much more just, peaceful and
democratic world.
    Why do I think this?
    One reason was the Obama
victory and the Congressional
losses for the climate-denying Re-
publican Party. It isn’t that I ex-
pect great things from Obama and
the Democrats, especially if left

duce the number of US residents
who die each year from firearms,
currently more than 31,000 annu-
ally? . . . The nation might be in a
better position to act if medical and
public health researchers had con-
tinued to study these issues as
diligently as some of us did be-
tween 1985 and 1997.”
    Instead, they note that begin-
ning in 1996, pro-gun members of
Congress began mounting an all-
out effort to eliminate any funding
for research connected to gun in-
jury prevention. And as Drs.
Kellermann and Rivara explain, this
continued refusal to fund any re-
search isn’t just an academic mat-
ter. “Injury prevention research
can have real and lasting effects.
Over the last 20 years, the number
of Americans dying in motor ve-
hicle crashes has decreased by 31
percent. Deaths from fires and
drowning have been reduced even
more, by 38 percent and 52 percent,
respectively. This progress was
achieved without banning automo-
biles, swimming pools, or matches.
Instead, it came from translating
research findings into effective in-
terventions. Given the chance,
could researchers achieve similar
progress with firearm violence? It
will not be possible to find out
unless Congress rescinds its mora-
torium on firearm injury prevention

research.”
    Why is the NRA afraid of seek-
ing the truth and having citizens
make informed decisions about
how best to ensure their and their
children’s safety? Their concerted
campaign to hide the truth and
block research is finally facing new
scrutiny and opposition. Presi-
dent Obama’s proposed gun
safety package would end the
freeze on gun injury prevention
research although the amounts
requested are inadequate. Igno-
rance is not bliss or sensible or
sound policy, and in the case of
our national gun violence epi-
demic, ignorance is actually fatal.
We need to make decisions based
on the truth and counter the NRA
misinformation that has been in-
fecting our nation.
    It’s time to challenge and de-
flate NRA misinformation and rec-
ognize that it does not speak for
most American gun owners or even
the majority of its membership. For
example, polling data shows that
85 percent of gun owners and 74
percent of NRA members support
universal background checks—a
policy position the NRA vehe-
mently opposes.
    The NRA argues that back-
ground checks don’t work. The
reality is that criminal background
checks do work and making them

universal at the federal level would
make them far more effective.
Since its implementation in 1994,
the Brady Law, which instituted a
federal background check require-
ment for sales through licensed
dealers, has denied 2.1 million ap-
plications to purchase a firearm.
But its impact has been limited by
the ability of criminals to access
firearms through private sales,
since only sales by federally li-
censed dealers require a back-
ground check; unlicensed dealers,
including those at gun shows and
on the Internet and other private
sales do not. An analysis by May-
ors Against Illegal Guns reveals
that states that don’t require back-
ground checks for handgun sales
at gun shows export guns used to
commit crimes 2.5 times more of-
ten than states that do. As much
as 40 percent of gun sales may be
occurring through these private
sales, a loophole that common
sense and the vast majority of
Americans demand we fix.
     Another bit of misinformation
from the NRA is that universal
background checks will lead to a
registry of gun owners. The Brady
Law explicitly bans the creation of
a gun owner registry, and under
that law instant criminal back-
ground checks have been made on
more than 100 million gun sales in

the last decade without leading to
the formation of a gun registry. Here
again, misinformation has paralyzed
effective gun safety protections.
The vast majority of responsible
gun owners support background
checks because they know that the
only people who will be negatively
impacted are criminals and those
who sell them firearms.
    Please do your homework and
decide for yourself. Educate your-
self on what the NRA wants you to
believe by reading the Children’s
Defense Fund’s updated fact sheet
“The Truth About Guns.” During
this Easter recess, go to your mem-
bers of Congress’ town hall meet-
ings and let your members know that
the time to be held hostage to the
NRA lobby is over. Let’s break the
NRA lock on the research door to
learn and share the truth about the
human, economic and public safety
costs of gun violence in our nation.
I believe the truth will set us free.
    Marian Wright Edelman is presi-
dent of the Children’s Defense Fund
whose Leave No Child Behind®
mission is to ensure every child a
Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair
Start, a Safe Start and a Moral
Start in life and successful passage
to adulthood with the help of car-
ing families and communities. For
more information go to
www.childrensdefense.org.

to make energy decisions without
any major political pressure; it’s
that their winning gives the climate
movement, and other movements,
openings we wouldn’t have with
Republican control of the White
House and Congress.
    Another reason is Obama
speaking more substantively than
he has in years about the climate
crisis in both his Inaugural and
State of the Union speeches.
    Then there is the important ini-
tiative taken by the national Sierra
Club, joined in by 350.org, the Hip
Hop Caucus and 165 other groups,
to organize the first actual “march
on Washington ” by the climate
movement. And that demonstra-
tion was a big success, 40,000 or
more determined and high-spirited
people on a very cold mid-Febru-
ary day, from all over the country.
    There is the on-going develop-
ment of the No Keystone XL pipe-
line movement, from the cutting-
edge actions of Tar Sands Block-
ade, to demonstrations taking
place when Obama or Kerry leave
their offices to speak publicly, to
legal action winning initial victo-
ries in Nebraska, to over 52,000
people signed up to engage in
“peaceful civil disobedience” if
Kerry/Obama approve the pipe-
line, to much more, and much more
to come.
    There is the emergence of a na-
tionally-connected, impacted-
communities-rooted and activist-
oriented movement against
fracking via Stop the Frack Attack

that will likely be organizing a na-
tional week of action against
fracking in late spring or summer.
    And there are the continuing
series of polls that show, in part
because of all the extreme weather
events in the US in 2012, growing
numbers—about 2/3rds of the US
American people—who support
action to deal with the climate cri-
sis.
    All of these developments, es-
sentially political and movement-
building developments, are evi-
dence that we are winning the
“hearts and minds’ battle, at the
same time that we are ramping up
and deepening the climate move-
ment.
     Just as significantly, the last
couple of months have made me
aware of good news as far as the
developing economic and social
shift from dirty fossil fuels to
clean renewable energy, particu-
larly wind and solar.
    At the national Stop the Frack
Attack conference in Dallas,
Texas I was inspired by solar en-
trepreneur Danny Kennedy’s pre-
sentation about how solar energy
is poised to take off in the United
States (it’s already doing so in
Europe, China and elsewhere).
Reading his book, Rooftop Revo-
lution, provided a deeper under-
standing of what is going on: so-
lar panels are becoming more ef-
ficient, they are coming down in
a big way in price, and there are
new ways for people to have them
installed that make them much

more affordable to many more
people. As a result, rooftop solar
in the US grew by 76% in 2012.
China “recalibrated the target in
its 12th five-year plan to 15 giga-
watts installed by 2015—50%
higher than the previous target.”
(p, 22) “Globally, solar is the fast-
est-growing industry, valued at
more than $100 billion. And in the
US , it’s the fastest-growing job
creating sector.” (p. 24) “The year
2011 marked the first time in his-
tory that [Europe, China and the
US ] invested more money in re-
newable energy than in fossil fu-
els.” (p. 28). “I think that history
will look back on this period and
see that the tide turned in 2010
when fully half of new electric gen-
eration coming online globally
was renewable.” (p. 102)
     As I wrote about in my March
17 column, 49% of new electrical
generating capacity in the U.S. in
2012 was from renewables, prima-
rily wind. This has never hap-
pened before, not even close. And
in January of 2013, ALL new elec-
trical power capacity, 100% of it,
came from renewables.
     And just today the front-page
story in the New York Times Week
in Review section, entitled “Life
After Oil and Gas,” by Elisabeth
Rosenthal, details both this eco-
nomic/social shift and reports fa-
vorably on a recent analysis
which shows that New York State,
“not windy like the Great Plains,
nor sunny like Arizona, could
easily produce the power it needs

from wind, solar and water power
by 2030. ‘It’s absolutely not true
that we need natural gas, coal or
oil—we think it’s a myth,’ said Mark
Z. Jacobson, a professor of civil and
environmental engineering and the
main author of the study, published
in the journal Energy Policy.”
Finally, in an insightful article
spreading over the internet by Aus-
tralian writer and sustainability ad-
visor Paul Gilding, Victory at Hand
for the Climate Movement?, some
extremely important contextual
points are made:
     Gilding says, “Considering how
long other great social movements
took to have an impact – such as
equality for women or the end of
slavery and civil rights movements
– then what’s surprising is not that
the climate movement hasn’t yet
succeeded. What’s surprising is
how far it has come and how deeply
it has become embedded in such a
short time. And now is the moment
when its greatest success might be
about to be realised – and just in
time.”
     Gilding explains that 2012 wasn’t
just a year when we saw an increase
in extreme weather events world-
wide; we also saw institutions of
the 1% like the World Bank, IMF
and International Energy Agency
all make strong statements about
the need to shift away from fossil
fuels, with the IEA actually saying
that a majority of the fossil fuels in
the ground need to stay there.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 16)
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AUDREY'S
SOCIETY
WHIRL

By Audrey J. Bernard
Lifestyles & Society Editor

    Once again, Shared Interest
welcomed some 300 distinguished
U.S. and African leaders and top
diplomats for a wonderful
evening of merriment and awards
presentation at its nineteenth an-
niversary awards gala on Mon-
day, March 18, 2013 at the beau-
teous Gotham Hall in Herald
Square, New York City.  The an-
nual celebratory event is a spe-
cial time for the nonprofit social
investment fund serving South-
ern Africa to honor outstanding
individuals and institutions for
their commitment and ongoing
work towards economic democ-
racy and development in South-
ern Africa.
    The stellar black tie affair in-
cluded an evening of cocktails,
dinner, awards program, silent
auction and dancing.  The high-
light of the formal evening was
the presentment of this year’s
honorees including award-win-
ning singer, actor and activist
Harry Belafonte; South African
pop band Freshlyground; and
freedom fighter and social justice
activist Father Michael Lapsley.
J.P. Morgan, a leading global fi-
nancial services firm, received the
coveted corporate award.
    The amazing affair raised funds
for Shared Interest to provide
Black South African entrepre-
neurs with access to credit and
technical support to launch small
businesses, create jobs and build
secure new communities.
    Donna Katzin, executive direc-
tor of Shared Interest, told gala
attendees that Shared Interest
has built a $14 million guarantee
fund, benefiting nearly 2.2 million
“hard working, hopeful South
Africans.”
    “Tonight, we celebrate this
progress, and invite you – as
campaign builders, investors and
donors – to enable us to reach
the next 500,000 beneficiaries;
shrink the gap between Southern
Africa’s banks and impoverished
communities; and lay the foun-
dations for the next generation of
our work,” said Katzin, in a chal-
lenge to guests.  “Help South
Africa finish the job,” she empha-
sized.
    Legendary artist and activist
Harry Belafonte received the life-
time of social justice and leader-
ship award for his pioneering lead-
ership in supporting African lib-
eration, civil rights and anti-apart-
heid movements, and rallying
people worldwide to the cause of
economic justice in Africa and the

U.S.  The award was presented by
H.E. Ebrahim Rasool, South African
Ambassador to the United States.
    In accepting his award, Belafonte
recalled his mentors in the pursuit
of justice who helped shape his
social activism, including Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King and actor Paul
Robeson.  Belafonte said one of the
joys of being an artist was under-
standing his responsibility of be-
ing a “gatekeeper of truth.”
    The 86-year-old said as South
Africa transforms itself into a demo-
cratic nation, the country must ex-
ercise patience and work at perfect-
ing democracy, noting that the U.S.
is still perfecting its democracy.
Offering inspiring words of hope,
Belafonte said: “One has to be
grounded in the belief that there’s
nothing wrong that can’t be fixed.”
    Father Michael Lapsley, an An-
glican priest and freedom fighter,
received the promoting healing, rec-
onciliation and hope award for his
life’s work in the healing of memo-
ries of South Africans affected by
apartheid – enabling victims and
perpetrators to reconcile and re-
claim their humanity.  The Honor-
able Suzan Johnson Cook, U.S.

Over 300 attend Shared Interest
19th anniversary awards gala

Ambassador at Large for Inter-
national Religious Freedom pre-
sented the award.
    Eddie Bergman, executive di-
rector, Africa Travel Association,
presented Freshlyground with
the voices of the next generation
award for their ongoing efforts
to give back to the community
through its social outreach pro-
grams and concerts.  The chart-
topping multiracial South African
band performed their pulsating
Afropop beats for guests and had
them grooving to their funky
beats on the dance floor as well
as in their seats.
    John Coulter, J.P. Morgan’s se-
nior country officer for Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, accepted the vision-
ary investment in South Africa’s
communities award on behalf of
J.P. Morgan presented by Paul
Bernstein, CEP, Pershing Square
Foundation.  J.P. Morgan was
recognized for its focus on invest-
ments towards the most vulner-
able people in Africa through stra-
tegic partnerships, and support
for sustainable programs with
measurable impact.
    J.P. Morgan has had a long-

standing relationship with Shared
Interest and Thembani Interna-
tional Guarantee Fund. Most re-
cently, the organizations have
worked together to provide a
mentorship program to develop
successful and scalable small busi-
ness enterprises, ultimately to cre-
ate jobs and strengthen South
Africa’s economic and social sec-
tor.
    Caroline Clarke, executive edi-
tor of Black Enterprise and host
of BE Business Report, was the
evening host.  This year’s major
corporate sponsors were South
African Airways, Merck and Black
Entertainment Television.  Gala
corporate partners were Nielsen
and Johnson & Johnson.
    Shared Interest’s board chair
Timothy Smith, senior vice presi-
dent at Walden Asset Manage-
ment, and Eddie Bergman served
as event chairs.  Honorary chairs
were The Honorable David and
Mrs. Joyce Dinkins; Consul Gen-
eral and Mrs. George Monyem-
angene; and H.E. Ambassador
Ebrahim Rasool and Ms. Rosieda
Shabodien.  Sarah Leshner and
Jehiel Oliver were the after party

co-chairs.
    The Gala host committee included:
Alan Altschuler; Penny Andrews;
Michael Armstrong; Karen & Philip
Berry; Jean Carey Bond; Alan
Bonilla; Sharon Davison; Rev. Canon
Alan Dennis; Jenny & Mark
Hannegan; Anne Hess & Craig
Kaplan; Daniel Leader; Sylvia &
Byron Lewis; Don Lowery; Anne &
Vincent Mai; Pamela Palanque North;
Ruby Sprott; Sthu Zungu; and Su-
san Taylor & Khephra Burns.  Ku-
dos to Compass Events and Shanta
Bryant Gyan of SBG Communications
for a wonderfully produced event.
(Photo Credit:  Donald Bowers/
Getty Images for Shared Interest)

About Shared Interest
Shared Interest’s mission is to mobi-
lize the resources for Southern
Africa’s economically disenfran-
chised communities to sustain them-
selves and build equitable nations.
Since Shared Interest began in 1994,
its loan guarantees and technical
support have benefited more than
two million black South Africans –
the majority of them women. Shared
Interest has never lost a cent of its
investors’ interest or principal.

Dr. Suzan Johnson Cook (presenter), Father
Michael Lapsley (honoree)

South African Ambassador Ebrahim Rasool
(presenter), Harry Belafonte (honoree)

Paul Bernstein (presenter), John Coulter
accepts award on behalf of J.P. Morgan

Honoree Harry Belafonte, Pamela Frank,
Donna Katzin, SI’s executive director

Honorable David and Joyce
Dinkins

Honorees Freshlyground members Simon Attwell, Julio Sigauque,
Zolani Mahola, Peter Cohen, Kyla-Rose Smith, Josh Hawks, Seredeal
Scheepers perform Eddie Bergman (presenter)

Louise Monyemangene and
South African Consul General
George Monyemangene

Host Caroline Clarke Tim Smith
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10 Forum examines why 12-year-olds are being charged as adults
    Cornelius Ricks, community
advocate and founder of “Stop
The Urban Youth Violence,” re-
cently hosted a Black History
Month event at the Harlem Branch
Library 9 West 124th Street, with
the evening topic: “Why are black
youth at the age of 12 being
charged as adults in America?”
    The event’s master of ceremony
was Ibn Bashir, author of Raw
Law.  Distinguished guests in-
cluded John White, Dr. Glenn
Vickers, Asher Muhammad,
Lorenzo Steele, Jr., and Ted
Porteine and an audience looking
for answers to the complex prob-
lem plaguing the community.
20th Century adults had always
thought this 21th Century tech-
nology would level the playing
field, produce minority entrepre-
neur and raise the lower income
class to become well financial citi-
zens. We had no idea that the gun
violence would spread into our
community and our school. We
now produce criminals instead of
leaders, homelessness, instead of
home owners, violent instead of
education citizens.
     Panelist John White nationally
known due to self defense of
home and family case in Suffolk
County Long island, said, “There
is a need for an after school
mentoring programs for our youth
that uplift their self-esteem, they’re
not focusing on college or family
life… Hip Hop is their culture, and
they are being target by the law
official to increase the prison
populations, one felony and
they’re not eligible to apply for
municipals jobs, college and city
housing. This is the Hip-Hop gen-
eration and we adults must work
together to solve these issues.”
“Our youth knows they’re being
discriminated against by the po-
lice and the courts which is sup-
ported by former Governor Mario

ture health risks brought upon by
hypertension,” says Registered
Nurse Elizabeth Almanzar-Wright,
a nurse care manager with VNSNY
CHOICE, a managed long-term care
health plan that supports individu-
als on Medicaid who have been di-
agnosed with multiple chronic ill-
nesses. “Our health professionals
work to ensure that patients with
hypertension learn to manage their
medications, use a home blood
pressure monitor, maintain healthy
lifestyles and are aware of the signs
and symptoms that they may need
emergency care.”
    Nurse Almanzar-Wright offers
these four tips to manage hyper-
tension at home:
Manage Your Medication
    Per the above research, ask your
doctor if prescribed diuretics may
be helpful for you; he or she will
help you outweigh the benefits and
potential side effects. It’s also im-
portant to keep an up-to-date list
of all the medications you are tak-
ing, including over-the-counter or
nonprescription medications or
supplements. A medication con-
tainer or pillbox can serve as a re-
minder of when to take the pills –

and can help you plan up to a
week in advance. It is also impor-
tant to try using one pharmacy
for all of your medications as this
fosters a good relationship be-
tween you and your pharmacist
and decreases medication errors
or interactions.
Change Your Diet Gradually
    Gradually changing your diet
will result in better long-term suc-
cess. Slowly increase your use of
fat free and low fat dairy prod-
ucts to three servings per day. For
example, drink milk with lunch or
dinner instead of soda, sugar-
sweetened tea, or alcohol.
Choose low fat (1%) or fat free
(skim) dairy products to reduce
your intake of saturated fat, total
fat, cholesterol, and calories. If
you now eat one or two veg-
etables per day, add a serving at
lunch and another at dinner.
Incorporate Exercise into a Daily
Routine
    Exercise is important in control-
ling blood pressure and prevent-
ing complications, but it doesn’t
have to be boring! Pick an activ-
ity you enjoy and make it part of
your daily routine: do some gar-

dening, bicycle around the neigh-
borhood, join a health club or take
the dog for a long walk. It’s also im-
portant to decrease the time spent
sitting watching television or on the
computer.
Monitor Your Blood Pressure At
Home
    It’s important to monitor your
blood pressure on an ongoing ba-
sis. At VNSNY CHOICE, our health
care professionals are advocates for
at-home blood pressure monitoring.
By keeping track on an ongoing
basis it enables you to partner with
health care professionals to control
your high blood pressure, reduces
the need for frequent doctor’s ap-
pointments and improves self-care
by identifying out-of-range blood
pressure readings.
    For more information about
VNSNY CHOICE Health Plans from
the Visiting Nurse Service of New
York, please call 1-855-AT-CHOICE
(1-855-282-4642) or
visitwww.VNSNYCHOICE.org.
    To learn more about recent re-
search from the Visiting Nurse Ser-
vice of New York (VNSNY) Center
for Home Care Policy and Research,
visit:researchnews.vnsny.org

prescribed a diuretic drug with
proven benefit that costs just pen-
nies a day. Their study, reported
in theAmerican Journal of Hyper-
tension, found that the patients in
the study who used the common
diuretic drugs had, on average,
lower blood pressure (both sys-
tolic and diastolic) than the pa-
tients who did not receive them.
     “Communicating effectively
with patients’ physicians and per-
suading them to review the medi-
cations of patients with uncon-
trolled hypertension is an ongo-
ing challenge for home care
nurses,” says study co-author Dr.
Penny Feldman, director of the
VNSNY Center for Home Care
Policy and Research and senior
vice president for Research and
Evaluation at VNSNY. “Our study
shows that close monitoring of
patient medications can help iden-
tify inconsistencies and diver-
gence from current approved medi-
cal guidelines and make inroads to
help improve the health and qual-
ity of life of black patients with hy-
pertension.”
    “The home health setting is an
important factor to eliminating fu-

    Hypertension symptoms may
be subtle or even non-existent,
but high blood pressure boosts
the risks of leading killers such as
heart attack and stroke, as well as
aneurysms, cognitive decline and
kidney failure. As we know, the
disease is highly prevalent in the
African American community. In
fact, more than 40 percent of
blacks have the disease compared
to whites and are also more likely
to develop it at an early age and
more prone to have substantially
elevated blood pressure rates.
    While high blood pressure
can’t be cured, it’s important to
manage it. Healthy lifestyle
changes like weight loss, a
healthy diet and exercise are very
important factors.
    What if a prescription drug that
costs just pennies a day could help
lower your blood pressure?
    That’s what a recent study con-
ducted by the Visiting Nurse Ser-
vice of New York (VNSNY) Cen-
ter for Home Care Policy and Re-
search and Weill Cornell Medical
College revealed. The research
study uncovered that less than
half of African Americans were

tistics.
How can I become involve in “Stop
the Urban Youth Violence?”  Come
to meetings! Because “United We
Can Never Be Defeated,” and let our
governor, mayor and politicians
know we want to solve this prob-
lem.
(Gideon Manasseh / photojour-
nalist)

munity by going to the source
and deal directly with children in
our schools and solve the prob-
lems there.”
    “Stop the Urban Youth Vio-
lence” addresses these issues
that plagues our community and
looking for answers so that our
youth become the leadership of
tomorrow, and not criminal sta-

minors, and stand your ground
laws, that, demand a National Po-
litical leader in the protection of
Minority rights, “ said Dr. Glenn
Vickers.

   Conflict resolution specialist
Jonathan Ager said, “My goal is
to decrease conflict and increase
economical awareness in our com-

Cuomo’s 1991 Minority Report
that concluded NYS is running an
Apartheid System of Justice and
his son Governor Andrew Cuomo
and Atty. General Schneiderman
must address this national issues
so beautifully outlined by Dr.
Alexander in her book “The New
Jim Crow,” as minority mass arrest,
police shootings, adult charges for

New study points to affordable strategy
for keeping high blood pressure in check

L/R-Cornelius Ricks (Founder “Stop the Violence”), Ibn Bashire (Moderator), Asher Muhammad, John White, Ted Porteine, Dr. Glen
Vickers, Jonathan Ager (panelists)
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THE ADAMS REPORT
Fashion, Beauty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .& Stuff

                                       By Audrey Adams

Audrey Adams

Five beauty tips to prepare
for warmer weather

FEMA extends TSA
program in New York

    I f  th is  ear ly  Spr ing
weather is any indication . .
. Summer is right around the
corner!! That’s right; it is
time to pull out all the warm
weather clothing that we re-
luctantly packed away last
September. Finally the op-
portunity to wear all the
sexy sleeveless tops, flirty
dresses ,  sk i r t s  and who
could forget . . . swimsuits,
shorts and sandals. Warmer
weather means baring a bit
more skin than usual, which
means that it is also time to
think about looking your
best. Face it; there isn’t a
tan you can get  or  sexy
dress you could wear that
will make up for winters
wear and tear on your body.
If you have already pre-
pared for summer then en-
joy, but if you haven’t it is
time to do a little housekeep-
ing! Before you bare any-
thing at all take a quick in-
ventory  of  some of  the
th ings  tha t  bare  ( sor ry,
couldn’t resist) consider-
ation:
    Hair Patrol: Hair on your
head is a good thing, but
hair coming out of unex-
pected places like your bi-
kini line, the top of your
toes, legs, or cascading from
your armpits is frightening!

By Tony Felton

    The weekend of March 22
fe l t  not  only  the  b las t  of
winter’s last days, but the spiri-
tual fire of women everywhere,
coming together to give Life, a
Voice, to their minds, bodies,
and souls. Taffi Dollar, world-
renowned author, teacher, and
conference speaker soars in
New York. Her passion as co-
pastor, along with her husband,
Dr. Creflo Dollar, of World
Changers Church International
(WCCI), WCC-New York, and
numerous satellite churches
throughout this country, is evi-
dent in her native home town
of (Atlanta) Georgia; but for
some reason, New York seems
to bring out the FIRE in her!
    RADICAL Women’s Meet-
ing: Wisdom for life, love, and
happiness, the first conference
at the new found home of WCC-
New York (formerly the Para-
dise Theater, 2417 Grand Con-
course in the Bronx); that FIRE
was none more visible as she
led guest speakers Dr. Betty R.
Price, Gwen Thompson, and
Jade Bolton, engaging in round
table discussions,  stand-up
presentations, that included
subjects from being Single in
the City to The Call to Mother-
hood. Climaxing on Saturday
night, wearing the hat of Pas-
tor, Taffi Dollar taught on the
subject of Emotions.
    The mother of five (5), Taffi
Dollar holds a Master’s degree
in mental health and human
services with a heart for restor-
ing family relationships. She
serves as the CEO of Arrow
Records; described as a cut-
ting-edge Christian recording
company. On the cutting-edge
herself, she founded, and re-
ceived a plethora of whispers,
for establishing Prestige Min-
istry, an outreach to women in
the adult entertainment indus-
try. For those who do not read
the Holy Bible,  peoples of
ques t ionable  behavior  a re
quite visible in the ancestry of
JESUS CHRIST as well as help-
ers of men of GOD to achieve

    The Federal Emergency
Management Agency, at the
request of the State of New
York, has approved a 21-day
extension to the Transitional
Sheltering Assistance (TSA)
program, which allows eligible
survivors  f rom Hurr icane
Sandy who cannot return to
their homes to stay in partici-
pating hotels.
    The new checkout date for
those in the TSA program is
April 14, 2013. FEMA is call-
ing applicants eligible for the
extension to notify them of the
new checkout date.
    The temporary Transitional
Sheltering Assistance program
al lows e l ig ib le  Hurr icane
Sandy survivors  whose
houses have been severely
damaged or destroyed to stay
in a hotel for a limited time. The

HIS WILL on the earth. As Eas-
ter/Resurrection Sunday is upon
us, we are reminded that, GOD
SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT
HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN
SON. THAT WHOSOEVER BE-
LIEVES IN HIM SHALL NOT
PERISH BUT HAVE EVERLAST-
ING LIFE (JOHN 3:16).
    Superior accomplishments,
notwithstanding, Taffi Dollar
states unequivocally that sup-
porting her husband in ministry
and raising Godly children are
her primary purpose. And as she
did Saturday night, culminating
the RADICAL women’s meeting,
the FIRE of Pastor Taffi Dollar
came raging through.
    “When you give into negative
emotions,” she preached, “you
are engaging in spiritual inter-
course with satan himself! And
that is exactly what he wants you
to do. Satan wants to see you
upset, get angry with people,
cursing like a sailor. Satan didn’t
want this meeting to take place.
I arrive and I see fire trucks in
front of the church. We get in-
side and the stage is dripping
with water. Satan hates us. He
hates to see us happy! He wants
to see you broke, sick, and get-
ting into ungodly affairs. But that
is not what the Christian life is
all about. JESUS came that we
might have life and have it more
abundantly! The Christian life is
supposed to be full of happi-
ness! Abundant life full of joy.
Not being broke. Declare right
now that you are never going to
have another broke day ever
again in your life! The book of
Deuteronomy says that HE has
given us the power to create
wealth (Deut. 8:18). Get rid of
fear! We are not suppose to be
fearful! Fear has torment. The
Word of GOD says that, we have
not been given the spirit of fear,
but  we have been given the
SPIRIT of Power and of Love and
a Sound Mind! I feel like the
Queen of Sheba when I come
here! I just love it! Thank you to
all of those who participated in
our women’s meeting! See you
next week for the church’s Dedi-
cation ceremony!” AMEN!

There are several methods of re-
moval that you might want to
think about using to get rid of it,
shaving, depilatorizing, or wax-
ing; choose a method that works
best for you, but whatever you
do; do something!
    Nail It: Face it; if you want a
“well manicured look” getting
manicured is essential. Nothing
says more about you than your
hands and feet; nothing will ruin
your look faster than crusty
heels,  jagged cuticles, over-
grown toe nails or peeling pol-
ish! Since summer is an oppor-
tunity to expose those toes, take
time to pamper your feet. Give
your hands a break too. A weekly
professional manicure and bi-
weekly pedicure is a must but if
your budget can’t handle the
expense do it yourself.
    If you don’t have the time or
inclination to maintain your
hands and feet; do everyone a
favor and use clear polish and
wear pumps instead of mules or
sandals.
    Protect and Buff: Nothing
feels better in the summer than
the warmth of the sun on your
skin. By now we all know how
important it is to protect the skin
we’re in by using sunscreen re-
ligiously but also important is
moisturizing. Before you really
expose your skin to the ele-
ments, be sure that you use an
exfoliating scrub to remove any
dry skin that may have accumu-
lated under those heavy winter
wraps. Pay special attention to
your feet, elbows and knees and
then apply your favorite mois-
turizer for a soft touch.
    Eye, Eye: That’s right; your
eyes deserve special attention

too! Protect those peepers
with a good and fashionable
pair of sunglasses to pro-
tect them from the sun’s
glare.
    Caution: There is such a
thing as too much exposure.
Unless you are at a nude
beach, baring it all isn’t
necessary. Leaving a little
something to the imagina-
tion has been known to in-
sp i re  a r t i s t s  and  poets
throughout the ages. So in-
stead of letting it all hang
out this summer . . . Inspire
someone instead.  Think
about it. See you next week.
This week’s features on
THEADAMSREPORT.com
    TALK! with AUDREY TV:
What you say and post on
Facebook or Twitter can be
used against you! ATTOR-
NEY GLORIA ALLREAD,
joins me on the show to dis-
cuss the risks of certain
onl ine  behaviors ,  your
rights and legal recourse, as
wel l  as  ways to  protect
yourself and your family
online. To watch anytime
visit:
www.theadamsreport.com
     Audrey Adams, former
director of corporate pub-
lic relations and fashion
merchandis ing  for  ES-
SENCE continues to moti-
vate and inspire women
through her  syndicated
columns and motivational
speaking engagements. E-
mail your fashion, beauty
and lifestyle questions or
comments  to  her  a t
Audrey@THEADAMSREPORT.com
THE ADAMS REPORT©

Oh, to be radical
Dr. Taffi Dollar (left), wife of Dr. Creflo Dallar

cost of the room and taxes are
paid directly to the hotel by
FEMA.
    The extension was approved
to help those applicants still eli-
gible for the program to remain

in hotels as FEMA and its
state and local partners work
to identify longer-term hous-
ing solutions. All TSA appli-
cants currently staying in ho-
tels are evaluated for contin-
ued eligibility.
    FEMA continues to work in
coordination with state, local
and voluntary agency part-
ners  to  ass i s t  appl icants
through outreach and compre-
hensive casework to identify
and transition them to more
suitable temporary or long-
term housing.
     Meals, telephone calls and
other incidental charges are
not covered, and applicants
are responsible for any lodg-
ing costs above the autho-
rized allowance. The program
does not reimburse previously
incurred hotel expenses.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo
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    On Saturday, March 23, 2013, a
bevy of beautiful ladies attended a
bridal shower for bride-to-be
Bridget Gabrielle Bland at Revel
Restaurant, 10 Little West 12th Street
in the chic Meatpacking District
hosted by her bridesmaids and co-
ordinated by her sister and maid of
honor Audrey Bland who greeted
them wearing afternoon sequins.
Once seated in a private area — re-
plete with rose petals, bridal table
setting, balloons, flowers and indi-
vidual cupcakes —  cocktails were
served.   Guests had their choice of
Bellinis, Mimosas or soft drinks
    While awaiting the arrival of the
bride, these social butterflies
admiringly engaged in conversation
about the lucky couple and the up-
coming nuptials including where
they were staying, what they were
wearing, who they were bringing (if
anyone).  They also played fun
games and shared many photos of
loved ones while glowingly talking
about Bridget’s stunning engage-
ment ring — a cushion cut Sapphire
surrounded by three unique cuts
of diamonds (four diamonds sur-
rounding as well as two bezels of
diamonds and six channel set dia-

monds).
    Finally, the always stylish bride ar-
rived wearing Victor & Wolf’s cham-
pagne colored satin dress with a sexy
back drape.  Sidebar, she revealed to
me that she chose a Vera Wang de-
sign for her wedding dress.
    Lunch was served.  Guests dined
on Frittata (prosciutto mushroom,
peas & truffle oil; and a choice of
Garden Omelet (sautéed vegetables,
pecorino, fresh arugula), or French
Toast (challah bread, served with
syrup), or Straight Up Burger (1/2 lb.
beef patty on a roll with fries & fix-
ings with either cheddar, gorgonzola
or provolone), or Grilled Chicken
Sandwich (mozzarella, tomato, aru-
gula, basil mayonnaise) or Chopped
Cobb Salad (chicken, avocado,
gorgonzola, bacon, egg, tomato).
During lunch, the bride’s handsome
groom Lowery Mychal Bogee graced
the affair bringing her a bouquet of
gorgeous flowers.  After kissing his
blushing bride, the groom went
around the table and individually
greeted family and friends who came
from near and far to be there for the
couple.  What a gentleman!  Most of
the guests were mutual friends of
both the bride and groom as they

also attended Spelman and knew him
from there.  But not his bride.  She
met him in New York.

    Bridget’s mother Diane Bland and

Bridget Gabrielle Bland’s bridal shower was lots of fun

Mychal’s mom Saddie Smith held
court at the other end of the table
where they were joined by her aunt
Beverly Thompson and his sister
Krystin Bogee who is also a mem-
ber of the bridal party.  Other bridal
party members in attendance in-
cluded Natalie Beamer (matron of
honor), Briana Brigham (brides-
maid), Nia Jones (bridesmaid),
Robin Smith (bridesmaid), and Karu
F. Daniels (groomsman) who
brought his A-game to the event.

The ladies love KFD who Diane
calls her son.
    Bridget and Lowery will wed on
Saturday, April 27, 2013 in Monterey
Square, Savannah, Georgia with a
brunch reception to follow at
Bryson Hall.  Arrangements have
been made for guests to stay at some
of Savannah’s historic district ho-
tels:  The Mansion at Forsyth Park
on Drayton Street, Andaz Savannah
on Barnard Street and The Marshall
House on East Broughton.  Well
known wedding planner Morgan
Galio and her exceptional team are
handling the special day and sur-
rounding events.  One such event
will take place on  Friday, April 26,
2013, when Bridget and Mychal host
a tapas and wine party at Rocks on
the Roof at the Bohemian Hotel on
West Bay Street.

About the Couple
    Bridget Gabrielle Bland was born
and raised in Atlanta, Georgia.  She
graduated from Spelman College and
Rutgers Law School.  She is currently
a digital marketing manager for the
Northeast Region of Chrysler
Group, LLC.
    Lowery Mychal Bogee was born

in Chicago, IL and raised in
Westchester, New York.  He attended
Morehouse College and received his
MBA from NYU’s Graduate School
specializing in marketing.  He works
for Major League Baseball where he
does licensing for menswear apparel.
    The bride’s mother Diane Bland
graduated Spelman College where she
was on the First line of AKAs (Irides-
cent 87 in 1979) at Spelman.  She is a
retired TWA flight attendant.  She also
ran Clark Atlanta University’s Art Gal-
lery.  One of the many things the
mother has in common with her daugh-
ters (Audrey and Bridget) is that they
are all proud AKAs.  Bridget and
Audrey pledged Mu Pi Chapter at
Spelman College.  The groom’s mother
Saddie Smith is vice president of op-
erations for Con Edison.  The attor-
ney attended Bowdoin and Columbia
Law School.
    Both Bridget and Mychal attended
Historically Black colleges.  She at-
tended Spelman and he attended
Morehouse which are located across
the street from each other.  However,
these two lovebirds did not meet there.
They met in New York and reside in
Morningside Heights, Harlem, New
York.

Bridget Gabrielle Bland and  Lowery Mychal Bogee
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courts, ensuring the victory of
the Boycott!
    “We pray Dr. King smiles
with approval with our having
Ms. Claudette Colvin, one of
the very first to risk her life to
take a stand for justice with
us,” said a humbled, but en-
thused,  Lawrence  Hamm,
chairman for the organization.
    The march and rally will call

for jobs, peace and economic
justice!
    The People’s Organization
for Progress recently spear-
headed a 381 day protest for
jobs, peace and economic jus-
tice inspired by the Montgom-
ery Bus Boycott!
    The People’s Organization
for Progress will hold its weekly
general assembly meeting after
the march at the Abyssinian
Bapt is t  Church ,  224 West
Kinney St., Newark at 6:30pm.

(from Page 2)

Civil Rights icon to lead
King assassination march

hard work that were hallmarks of
Booker T. Washington, who
founded the school in 1881.
    Because of the fine research
that has taken place over the
years, including important
groundbreaking agricultural re-
search by George Washington
Carver decades ago, many have
become rich, however, Tuskegee,
like many other historically Black
colleges and universities is strug-
gling.
     And though Tuskegee Presi-
dent Dr. Gilbert Rochon was pres-
sured not to let Min. Farrakhan
speak on campus and threatened
with punishment in the form of
millions in withheld aid for new
building initiatives, the president
and the campus extended a warm
welcome and accommodated the
Minister and all those who trav-
eled with him.
    In the days leading up to the
event, a lone member of the
Tuskegee University Board of
Trustees, Andy Hornsby, ex-
pressed displeasure regarding
the Minister’s appearance and re-
peated old, discredited smears
disseminated by the Anti-Defa-
mation League and the Southern
Poverty Law Center through the
media.
    A large crowd came to hear the
Minister despite steady rains
and delivery of the main message
mostly to college students on a
Friday night. Clearly, the commu-
nity and students were seeking
answers to problems, and wanted
to hear solutions from Minister
Farrakhan.
     The previous night in the his-
toric Tuskegee chapel, nearly 600
gathered for a presentation fea-
turing a DVD with highlights from
Min. Farrakhan’s historic world
tours and peace missions. He
also spoke to students for nearly
45 minutes, then held a Q & A
session.
    Demonstrations of support
came from all levels of the
Tuskegee community: The local
NAACP sent a letter of support
in favor of the Minister’s visit and
circulated a proclamation. The
Black Belt Deliberative Dialogue
Group, a group that spearheaded
the effort, responded with a posi-
tive YouTube posting. Members
of the Group told The Final
Callalthough their publicity and
advertising worked, the actions
of the enemies of truth motivated
them to do even more to make
the three-day event successful.
     The enemy’s fear of the spread
of the Minister’s ideas was obvi-
ous, in fact, a spokesperson for
the Montgomery, Ala.-based

Southern Poverty Law Center was
quoted in local newspapers speak-
ing words to that effect. The Min-
ister said those who fear truth and
have misused and exploited Black
talent and minds for centuries will
always fear his words and ideas.
     “They hate Farrakhan and they
want you to hate me as well,” the
Nation of Islam minister said, “It’s
not because I’m a bad person, it’s
just that what’s in my mouth terri-
fies them.”
     Naked truth is running down a
well-dressed lie, he noted.
     The enemies of the rise of Black
people will not educate students
to prepare them for rulership and
oppose attempts to break the
enemy’s grip, Min. Farrakhan ex-
plained.
    The slavemaster moved God out
of the way, stood in his place and
made Blacks call slavemasters
“master” and stood in God’s place,
he added.
     “And some of them today, still
think they have that position, but
I’m here to serve notice on you,
God has come and there is no mas-
ter for the Black man but Allah—
God himself!” he stated emphati-
cally as the crowd cheered.
     “That’s why the enemy says
‘don’t go near Farrakhan.’ Why
shouldn’t they hear me? Because
you know that what I have re-
ceived from Allah, and the Honor-
able Elijah Muhammad, will free
every mind and guess what? It will
free your mind. In fact about it,
you are on the cusp of your death.
     “Your world is collapsing
around you, you have problems
that you don’t have the knowledge
of how to solve, and there is no
institution that can give you the
knowledge to solve the problems
that this world has entered into,”
the Minister added.
     Old minds using outdated in-
formation and methods are un-
qualified to produce the new gen-
eration of leaders within the Black
community, and the misrepresen-
tation of Black leaders such as
Booker T. Washington, Malcolm
X, and Martin Luther King Jr. in
the media and by historians has
created misunderstanding among
young Black students, and created
difficulty in identifying famous
Black mentors to pattern their lives
after, he continued.
     The enemy pays lip service to
Booker T. Washington but works
to gradually destroy his ideas, in
fact, Mr. Washington was often
derogatively referred to as an
Uncle Tom, which repelled Black
nationalists from studying his
ideas, noted Min. Farrakhan.
     When it comes to historical

Black figures, the establishment
only promotes Black leaders
they’ve placed their stamp of ap-
proval on. The enemy will either
water down the message, or en-
gage in revisionist history, he
said.
     They present “Martin Luther
King (as) just a man who had a
dream, and Malcolm X a man who
said ‘by any means necessary’
without acquainting you with a
body of knowledge that caused
Martin Luther King to start evolv-
ing,” said the Minister. “You have
his speech from ’63 but you don’t
have his speech in ’68 before he
was killed. You have Malcolm,
Ballots or Bullets, but you don’t
have the underpinning of the
knowledge that transformed an
eighth grade student into schol-
arship that whipped the best that
Harvard and Yale produces.”
     “Let me tell you something
about Harvard and Yale—they
produce educated slaves!” said
the Minister. “And they want his-
torically Black colleges and uni-
versities to do the same.”
     As a result, many Blacks are
“White men and women in Black
skin” whose minds must be re-
formed entirely before they will be
useful to God in bringing in a new
world, he said.
     The Minister commented on
the high amount of government
funding received by Tuskegee
University ostensibly for re-
search, but warned the invest-
ment is not as altruistic and well-
meaning as it seems. A longtime
advocate of independent educa-

tion and institutions, the Minis-
ter said the Black community must
be vigilant when approached by
those proven in the past to be un-
trustworthy and often ill-moti-
vated.
     “Your former slave masters
don’t give you money without
having another purpose beyond
what they tell you,” Min.
Farrakhan warned. “You have to
remember history to guide you in
the way you think. It’s alright to
think that people have changed,
but you cannot go to sleep, you
have to watch the change.”
     The real haters have a brutal
legacy of murder and violence
aimed at Black people, said Min.
Farrakhan. The real haters are
working to limit Black progress
and reduce the birthrate and
population of the darker peoples
of the earth, he said.
     “Can you imagine them calling
me a hater? I never segregated
anybody,” said the Minister. “If
you couldn’t be buried in a grave
next to a White person—I didn’t
do that. I didn’t beat you when
you tried to integrate a lunch
counter. I didn’t put dogs and
cattle prods on you for just want-
ing a bit of justice! The real hater
did that! That one dressed up in
the garment of truth, but the truth
is on his case today, so the de-
ceiver is afraid that his deception
will be exposed.”
     He recalled the legacy of the
Tuskegee Experiment, in which
Black men over a 40-year period,
between 1932 and 1972, were sub-
jects of a study to examine the

progression of untreated syphilis.
The men were told they were re-
ceiving free health care. He also
talked about “HeLa cells,” the ter-
minology used to describe the im-
mortal cell line of Henrietta Lack
which is used in scientific re-
search. The Black woman died of
cervical cancer, but her cells are
used for research. Black people
have a history of being used for
medical testing and suffering while
others get rich off of the research,
Minister Farrakhan pointed out.
Tuskegee honors Farrakhan
    Usually the Minister’s visits to
HBCUs are filled with activities
and this three-day visit was no ex-
ception. It began with a wonderful
reception hosted by Tuskegee
University president Dr. Gilbert
Rochon. Sitting on a little over
5,000 acres of land, 40 miles east of
Montgomery, over 3,100 students
attend Tuskegee University. Ac-
cording to officials, the university
is the only HBCU to offer the Doc-
tor of Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.)
and is fully accredited. The Me-
chanical Engineering, Chemical
Engineering and Electrical Engi-
neering Departments are all strong.
    The school boasts such promi-
nent alumnae as singer Lionel
Ritchie, former New Orleans Mayor
Ray Nagin, actor and producer
Keenen Ivory Wayans and Queen
Mother Amelia Boynton Robinson,
a civil rights heroine and icon
whom the Minister met and sat with
during a March 23 ceremony spon-
sored by the Emotional Emancipa-
tion Circle outreach and activism
group.

Farrakhan tells students: You are chosen to build new world
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(from Page 2)

(from Page 6)

(from Page 6)

as part of the University of Michi-
gan Law School admissions pro-
cess. In her written opinion, Jus-
tice Sandra Day O’Connor cited
benefits of “obtaining the educa-
tional benefits that flow from a di-
verse student body.”
    O’Connor, who has since re-
tired from the court, said she did
not envision affirmative action in
place forever. In fact, she sug-
gested 25 years, without giving a
reason why it would not be
needed beyond that point.
    Now, just 10 years later – and
despite this nation’s horrible his-
tory on race – the conservative
majority on the court seem unwill-

ing to leave affirmative action in
place for another 15 years.
    As Justice Stephen G. Breyer, a
supporter of affirmative action, said
last October: “Grutter said it would
be good law for at least 25 years,
and I know that time flies, but I think
only nine of those years have
passed.”
    George E. Curry, former editor-
in-chief of Emerge magazine, is edi-
tor-in-chief of the National News-
paper Publishers Association News
Service (NNPA.) He is a keynote
speaker, moderator, and media
coach. Curry can be reached
through his Web site:
www.georgecurry.com. You can
also follow him at www.twitter.com/
currygeorge.

Supreme Court determined
to kill affirmative action

trafficking, racketeering and ev-
erything that goes with it. They
are extremely organized and fear
nothing. One of their sets is lo-
cated in Washington, D.C. – up
in the face of the FBI headquar-
ters.
    All of these L.A. street gangs
have one thing in common. They
are the main distributors of ille-
gal drugs. They are tight with
Mexican and South American
drug cartels. Drug trafficking is
their main source of revenue and
it adds up into the billions of dol-
lars per year. The Drug Enforce-
ment Agency seems to be unable
to get a handle on how to stop
them.
    Most run with heroin, mari-
juana, ecstasy and other illegal
pills. The pioneer of crack cocaine
was Rick Ross. Rick grew up in

Crip territory but his operation fur-
nished his product to both the
Crips and Bloods for national dis-
tribution. His suppliers were two
El Salvadorans with direct ties to
the CIA. When Congresswoman
Maxine Waters declared CIA med-
dling in the establishment of crack
in the United States, she knew what
she was talking about. It started
right in the middle of her Congres-
sional District. Rick eventually got
busted. Sometimes he would sell
up to $3 million of product in a day.
For all this, he did only 13 years in
prison.
    Los Angeles is number one
when it comes to gangs. What an
“accomplishment.”
    Harry C. Alford is the co-
founder, President/CEO of the Na-
tional Black Chamber of Com-
merce®. Website:
www.nationalbcc.org. Email:
halford@nationalbcc.org.

(from Page 6)

Street gangs – L.A. style

with her.
    The Hippocratic oath that
physicians swear to says “first,
do no harm.” From the facts that
have been published about Anna
Brown though, this homeless 29-
year-old mother of two was
harmed by a medical indifference
that landed her in a jail cell in-
stead of a hospital bed. The trag-
edy is that Anna Brown is not
the only one who has been
treated this way.
    We have health disparities be-
cause people are treated differ-

ently in our health care system. We
cannot talk about closing gaps
without talking about the ways
that medical attitudes shape the
medical experience for those who
are so underserved that they come
to emergency rooms for help.
While the jury is out on the ways
that Obamacare will reform our
health care system, the intent of
health care reform is to eliminate
tragedies like Anna Brown’s.
    Julianne Malveaux is a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based economist and
writer. She is President Emerita
of Bennett College for Women in
Greensboro, N.C.

Medical condescension can be deadly

     He points to the significance
of “a disruptive economic shift
already underway in the global
energy market. There are two in-
dicators of this, with the first be-
ing the much noted acceleration
in the size of the renewable en-
ergy market with dramatic price
reductions and the arrival of cost
competitive solar and wind. It is
hard to overstate the significance
of this as it changes the game
completely. . .
     “Of equal importance is the
awakening of the sleeping giant
of carbon risk, with open discus-
sion in mainstream financial
circles of the increasing dangers
in financial exposure to fossil fu-
els. This has been coming for
several years because of the fi-
nancial risk inherent in the car-
bon bubble. As Phil Preston and
I argued in a paper in 2010 and I
further elaborated in The Great
Disruption, the contradiction be-
tween what the science says is
essential, and the growth as-
sumptions made by the fossil
fuel industry is so large it repre-
sents a systemic global financial
risk.”

    Gilding summarizes what this all
means:
    “ - The financial markets are
waking up to the transformation
logic – if the future is based in
renewables and these are price
competitive without subsidy, or
soon will be, the transformation
could sweep the economy rela-
tively suddenly, even without fur-
ther government leadership.
     “ - This then puts in place an
enormous and systemic financial
risk – in particular investments in,
or debt exposure to, the multi-tril-
lion dollar fossil fuel industry.
     “ - This risk is steadily being
increased by activist campaigns
against fossil fuel projects (wors-
ening each projects’ financial risk)
and arguing for fossil fuel divest-
ment (putting investors’ reputation
in play as well).
     “ - In response investors and
lenders will reduce their exposure
to fossil fuels and hedge their risk
by shifting their money to high
growth renewables.
“ - This will then reinforce and
manifest the very trend they are
hedging against.
     “ - Thus it’s game on.”
     I’m not enough of an econo-
mist or a student who has studied

these economic trends to wholly
endorse what Gilding says, but
what he says has the ring of truth
to it. It should be constructively
criticized, or built upon, by those
who are able to do. It’s a very im-
portant article.
     All of us who are doing this
work need to internalize that we
are in a new period for our move-
ment. We should take heart from
these recent developments, real-
ize that, as powerful as the dirty
fossil fuel corporate honchos
seem to be, there are very concrete
and practical reasons to believe
that their power and wealth is
reaching its limits and will soon
decline. Let’s keep the faith, step
up our activism, bring new people
into our ranks and keep broaden-
ing and growing our movement.
There’s a light at the end of the
tunnel, the light of the sun com-
bined with the light of our people-
powered movement.
     Ted Glick is the National Cam-
paign Coordinator of the Chesa-
peake Climate Action Network.
Past writings and other informa-
tion can be found at http://
tedglick.com, and he can be fol-
lowed on twitter at http://
twitter.com/jtglick.

(from Page 7)

Are we winning the clean vs. dirty energy battle ?

state to evaluate the financial
cost and instructional time lost
to standardized testing.
    Neira said teachers have been
clear that the department’s roll-
out of the new standards and
tests — under a backdrop of pain-
ful state and local budget cuts
and thousands of layoffs — has
been inconsistent, with delays
and confusion at both the state
and school district level.
     In a poll of 1,600 New York

teachers outside New York City
conducted earlier this school year
regarding their experiences with
the implementation of the Common
Core learning standards and tests,
two-thirds said they are being pres-
sured to move too fast to teach the
new standards, while 65 percent
said their students lacked access
to textbooks and materials aligned
to the new standards. Mid-way
through the school year, more than
three quarters of teachers said par-
ents were not aware of the impact
of the new Common Core standards

on their children, or aware to a “low
degree.”
    “New York is going too far and
too fast with its testing regimen,
and the system is nearing the point
of implosion,” Neira said. “How are
parents going to react when test
scores fall off a cliff and their chil-
dren are wrongly labeled? What is
going to be the impact on public
education and educators?” Neira
said. “We are fighting to have com-
mon sense prevail. Students and
teachers need the time and re-
sources to do this right.”

NYSUT calls on parents to sign peti-
tion on standardized testing

church on a semi-regular basis. She
says the issue of same-sex marriage
pits her religious beliefs against so-
cietal trends.
    “My interpretation of the Bible
says being homosexual is wrong, but
it’s constantly shown as a societal
norm,” Galloway explains. “The Bible
also says fornication is wrong. The
fact that I live with my boyfriend right
now is wrong.”
    Galloway attributes her stance on
same-sex marriage to her early-school
life; she attended Christian school
in Maryland from first to 12th grade.
     “I don’t want to side with same-
sex marriage just because the world
is for it even though my Bible says
it’s wrong,” adds Galloway. “I don’t
think I should have to compromise
on that.”
    The most quoted Bible verse on
the issue is Leviticus 18:22: “You
shall not lie with a male as with a
woman. It is an abomination.”
    Supporters of same-sex marriage
argue that the majority of the Bible’s
mentions of homosexuality are in the
Old Testament–the period during
which things like not standing in front
of elders, cutting your hair, and not

mixing fabrics were also prohibited.
     The issue of same-sex marriage ex-
tends beyond the pulpits to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which is expected to
rule on the issue in late June or early
July. The court will rule in two cases,
one involving federal the Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA) and other in-
volving California’s Proposition 8, the
state constitutional amendment en-
acted by voters in 2008 limiting mar-
riage to one man and one woman.
    DOMA passed in 1996 under Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, restricts same-sex
couples from interstate recognition
and federal benefits such as tax returns
and Social Security survivors’ benefits.
The constitutionality of DOMA was
argued in front of the Supreme Court
on March 27.
    If the Supreme Court declares a ban
on same-sex marriage in California un-
constitutional, that decision could
have an effect on all states, something
Evans says he’s not worried about.
     “The Supreme Court can say they
have a right to marry, but that doesn’t
mean we have to respect that,” Evans
says. “It doesn’t mean we have to
marry them either.”
     Rev. Brown of San Francisco does
not perform same-sex marriages, but
that hasn’t dampened his support for

them.
    “This nation is not a theocracy, it’s
a democracy,” says Brown. “I think
that Black people must also remember
that we got our rights based on that
14th Amendment, I think that it’s wrong
for any Black preacher to do to others
what has been done to them. We ought
to just let people be different and be
who they are. If we get to that point,
the better this nation will be, the better
the family will be, and the better this
church will be.”
     Unlike the majority of Americans,
Blacks do not favor same-sex marriage,
Still, African Americans are becoming
more open to the idea, with about 40
percent now for same-sex marriage,
with about 48 percent remaining op-
posed to the idea, according to the
Pew poll.
    That’s a dramatic shift from just 10
years ago when only 26 percent of
Blacks supported same-sex marriage.
     What has changed?
     Gavin Delisser, 22, says being ex-
posed to more gay people while living
in Atlanta led to his taking a more open-
minded stance.
     “I grew up in a household with my
pops, who is from Jamaica, and Jamai-
cans are raised to think of being gay
as an abomination,” Delisser says.

“But living in Atlanta you can’t avoid
[gay people] and you’d be ignorant
to them.”
     “I mind my business,” Delisser
adds. “If they want to get married,
that’s on them.”
     Galloway says although she
doesn’t believe same-sex marriage is
right, she doesn’t want to be seen as
a social pariah, or discriminatory to-
wards gays, because of her religious
beliefs.
     “I still love [gay people], I love
everyone,” Galloway says. “I don’t
think it should be seen as a reason to
discriminate, I just think that the Bible
is pretty clear on what it says as it

relates to what’s right and what’s
wrong.”
     Renae Brooks, 62, , a retired first grade
teacher in Naperville, Ill, says the reac-
tion of church leaders has led her to
look favorably upon the idea of same-
sex marriage.
     “Being an African American and be-
ing constantly up against discrimina-
tion, I can’t feel for a group of people
that’s being treated with injustice,” says
Brooks. “Everybody has a right to live
the way they live,” Brooks says. “I feel
like they’re being discriminated against.
I don’t even know that I would be so in
favor if I didn’t think they were being
discriminated against.”

(from Page 3)

African Americans don’t have same views on same-sex marriage issue
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WHAT’S GOING ON

By Victoria Horsford

BREAKING NEWS

    AMERICA AND THE
WORLD: Don’t know which nar-
rative is scarier,  the one about
that little  bipolar Millennial,
North Korean Kim Jong Un, who
is threatening South Korea and
the US which North Korea’s  ca-
pacity to deliver a  nuclear-tipped
missile deep into the US heart-
land   or the FBI story which al-
leges that  NYS Senator Malcolm
Smith and NYC Councilman  Dan
Holloran  planned to rig the No-
vember 2013 election in Malcolm
Smith favor. Both were arrested
on 4/2, charged with bribery and
corruption.
    Malcolm Smith, one-time Sen-
ate Majority leader,  seems to
have been off the deep end for
awhile since he casted  his lot
with four  renegade Democrat
senators who caucused with the
Senate GOP, giving it the cham-
ber majority.  It was all wishful
thinking.  Wonder who his back-
ers are and about his psychiatric
diagnosis.
    Kim Jong Un is so scary that
he makes  Iranian President
Ahmadinejad sound like the
prince of peace.  It is easy to ig-
nore Kim’s  claims, but not nec-
essarily wise to dismiss him. The
US government has been running
test runs of B-52s bombers along
the Korean Peninsula. What a
crazy world!
    AMERICA:  Billionaire busi-
nessman Bob BET Johnson com-
missioned Zogby Analytics to
conduct an African American
Opinion Poll On The Obama
Presidency, Unemployment Op-
portunities and Social Issues.
Who knows his real motivations.
He did address the National Press
Club last week to discuss the poll
findings, which he admitted were
enlightening and surprising to
him.   He learned that African
Americans have a tremendous
sense of pride in the Obama Presi-
dency. Obama is liked unequivo-
cally. 62% are optimistic about job
prospects during the next four
years.    He talked candidly and at
length about the Poll last week at
a National Press Club Luncheon.
He was surprised at African
American sympathy towards im-
migrants. I caught a portion of it.
He also added that his Dr. Ben
Carson, a new so-called rising
star in the Republican Party,  has
no serious intention of running
for the US Presidency.For full  sur-
vey results and Johnson’s Lun-
cheon talk, visit:
RLJcompanies.com/news.
    New York, NY.  Phillip Banks
III, 50 was named new Chief of
Department, the highest ranking
NY Police Department uniformed
post. During his stint at NYPD,
Banks headed its Community Af-
fairs Bureau and was Command-
ing Officer of Manhattan North
which encompasses 12 police
precincts.   NYC Councilwoman
Inez Dickens hired  Simeon Ban-

ister,  her new chief of staff.
    AFRICA:  There was a coup
d’etat on 3/24 in the Central Afri-
can Republic (CAR)which over-
threw President/dictator  Francois
Bozize, who seized power on 3/
23/2003. He fled to Cameroon.
Coup leaders promised elections
in three years……Despite spo-
radic post-election protests and
skirmished, Kenyans accepted the
Supreme Cout ruling that Uhuru
Kenyetta was legitimately elected
president.

BLACK ENTERPRISE/CORPO-
RATE AMERICA

    Two Black men made Crain’s NY
Business Magazine 2013 40 UN-
DER 40 List. One is Bahamas-born
Rhys Powell, 33, President and
founder of RED RABBIT, a healthy
school lunch business, which he
started in 2005. Powell’s  RED
RABBIT delivers  more than
20,000 freshly prepared meals to
students daily. A former stock
trader, he started the business with
800 SF kitchen in midtown. He has
upgraded the business with a
10,000 SF kitchen in Harlem.   He
obtained some financing from the
NYC Investment Fund.
    Crain’s other Black Rising Star
is Ntiedo Etuk, 37, founder/chair-
man DIMENSIONU AND THE
ETUK COS, a software empire.  A
Programming whiz, Etuk created
his first video game when he was
11.  He  gave up a lucrative
Citigroup job and raised $1.2 mil-
lion to start the educational prod-
ucts company, Tabula Digita. Later
he raised $20 million and renamed
the business DIMENSIONU. His
games are in upwards of 200 NYC
public schools. He recently
partnered with a major education
company on a venture he said will
“fundamentally democratize the
process of gaining entrance to
college.” It is interesting to note
that the RAISING STARS have
launched businesses related to the
city’s enormous $25 billion edu-
cation budget.  They have done
the homework!

MEDIA MATTERS

    Is CNN no longer African-
American user friendly since new
President Jeff Zucker, veteran
news producer and erstwhile NBC
Universal,  came aboard in Janu-
ary.  The first casualty was  Mark
Whitaker,  who was CNN manag-
ing editor, who announced that he
was leaving. Then Soledad
O’Brien, morning anchor of CNN’s
“Starting Point,” show learns that
it is cancelled. Under a new ar-
rangement O’Brien will produce
specials for CNN like the Black In
America franchise.   Then Roland
Martin, CNN political pundit and
journalist was shown the door.
Unlike Whitaker and O’Brien his
not going quietly into the night.
Martin says that racism was a fac-
tor is his and O’Brien’s  CNN de-
parture.  Is racism pervasive at
CNN.
    Across the dial at NBC, person-
nel changes seem imminent for
TODAY Show’s  Matt Lauer who
has been cast as the heavy re-
garding the Ann Curry’s  exit, a
network decision which resulted

in a precipitous ratings slide to #2.
Good Morning America is the morn-
ing ratings champ.  Anderson
Cooper’s name  is bandied about as
a Lauer’s replacement, which would
be another personnel miscalculation.
NBC needs a Black woman to anchor
that TODAY Show slot. Wonder if
NBC has approached Soledad
O’Brien?  Meanwhile, TODAY is ex-
panding Al Roker’s on-air time.  CBS
and ABC have Black women as morn-
ing anchors.
    Black Enterprise Magazine scales
back on frequency from a 12 month
year to a 10 month year.
    According to Ebony.com, there are
8 Dynamic BLACK WOMEN EDI-
TORS IN NEW MEDIA. They at
Jamilah King,  Colorlines News Edi-
tor; Deborah Creighton Skinner,
BET.com Director of News; Joy-Ann
Reid, THEGRIO.COM Managing Edi-
tor;  Denene Millner,
MyBrownBaby.com Managing Edi-
tor; Dodai Stewart, JEZEBEL.COM
Deputy Editor; Danielle Cadet: Edi-
tor of  The Huffington Post Black
Voices Editor; Sheryl Huggins
Salomon, THEROOT.COM Manag-
ing Editor;  and Andrea Plaid
RACIALICIOUS Associate Editor.

NEWSMAKERS

    The Uptown Grrrl Soiree, a
women’s history month event,  was
organized to celebrate the achieve-
ments of Harlem women which in-
cluded Alyah Horsford-Sidberry,
Cove Lounge owner; Shola Lynch,
film director of “FREE ANGELA AND
ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS,and
Sharane Wood, owner of Harlem
Haberdashery and 5001 Flavors. The
celebration was held at Harlem Hab-
erdashery, located at 245 Lenox Av-
enue on March 30.
    More Aries birthday greetings to
Louise Heath Hamaguchi;  Michelle,
Alexander, MD; Sandra Black;
Nathan Hare; Reggie James;  Tad (T)
Schnugg;  Wendell Niles;  Oona
Wells;  and Willie Woods

CULTURE CALENDAR

    The 20th NY AFRICAN FILM FES-
TIVAL NYAFF opens on April 3 at
Lincoln Center with a special tribute
to the late Senegalese filmmaker
Ousmane Sembene, the father of Af-
rican Cinema. The Festival theme
“Looking Back, Looking Forward , 20
Years of the NYAFF” celebrates Af-
rican film pioneers as well as the new
generation of auteurs.  Opening night
features two Sembene works,
GUELWAAR, about the disappear-
ance and death of a political activist,
philanderer, patriarch, a pillar of
Christian society.  The Festival is a
treasure trove of  classical and con-
temporary feature films, shorts and
documentaries; and it will be housed
at four venues: Lincoln Center 4/3 to
4/9; Columbia University’s  Institute
of African Studies; the Maysles Cin-
ema Institute on Lenox Avenue,
Harlem, May 2-6; and Brooklyn
Academy of Music’s
BAMcinematek. Sierra Leone-born
Mahen Bonetti, is the NYAFF
founder/ executive director and un-
official African culture ambassador.
For full Festival schedule, visit
www.africanfilmny.org
    A managemet consultant, Victoria
Horsford is also a NY based writer
and pop culture historian who is
reachable at vhorsford@aol.com

Malcolm Smith

Kim Jung Un

Mahen Bonetti

Ben Carson
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By Don Thomas

NNPA  Award Winner

Entertainment
30th Anniversary

‘Mama, I Want To Sing,’ was an Oh, What a Night gala!
By Victoria Horsford
Special Assignment

     The 30th Anniversary Celebra-
tion of  “Mama, I Want To Sing,”
(MIWTS), America’s longest run-
ning Black musical, was an Oh,
What a Night gala!  The multi-
tiered festivities began at Harlem’s
Dempsey Theater on West 127
Street.  ‘Mama 30’ was a glamor-
ous theater premiere, a throwback
to the excitement that colored the
Harlem Renaissance and the
Harlem 60s arts scene.
     Yes, there were klieg lights, a
red carpet, and a 500 plus audi-
ence filled with scores of celebri-
ties, New York politicos, A-List-
ers and paparazzi and an after
party.  Hosted by Vy Higginsen’s
Mama Foundation for the Arts,
the affair was equal parts joyful
noises, family remembrances and
church revival! The evening en-
shrined Black music culture, was
a tribute to the late vocalist Doris
Troy, Vy’s sister, the inspiration
for “Mama, I Want To Sing” and
showcased the talents of the art-
ists/participants with the Mama
Foundation for the Arts three fran-
chises: MIWTS, “Sing Harlem
Sing!” and Gospel For Teens.
      Vy’s husband Ken Wydro
MIWTS co-writer/co-producer
welcomed the audience and talked
about Mama’s origins.  The Mama
30th presentation borrowed from
the musical’s format with Vy
Higginsen as the affable WVHS-
FM radio host who narrates the
show’s multi-tiered contours, a
mix of entertainment and
acknowledgements.
     Then Vy leads the way to the
“joyful-noises” delivered in Gos-
pel, Jazz, and R&B, with selections
from “Mama I Want To Sing” the

“Sing Harlem Sing!” and the Gos-
pel For Teens by the cast of thou-
sands.  A chorus rendition of  “To-
tal Praise” was delivered with Sun-
day morning at Black- Baptist-
church fervor.
    Vy and Ken’s daughter, Knoelle
Higginson performs with the three

productions and is a key Mama
Foundation player/administrator.
She represents The Next Genera-
tion appendage to the “Mama, I
Want To Sing” brand. Vy pre-
sented a Vision Award to Leslie
Stahl, CBS-TV 60 Minutes
co-host, whose Gospel Teens

segment bolstered the group’s na-
tional and international visibility
which culminated with a feature
film deal.  The Mama, I Want To
Sing book centers on a teenager
who grew up as a soloist at her
dad’s church, who wants to pur-
sue a career as an R&B/pop vocal-
ist, much to her widowed mother’s
resistance and chagrin.
     The play’s lead character Doris
has been played by Tisha
Campbell, Desiree Coleman and
currently by Knoelle Higginson.
During its 30- year run, the award-
winning musical has toured the
United States and the World, with
engagements in Asia, Europe, and
the Caribbean.
     Mama’s 30th handsome SRO
audience was awash in minks,
après-cinq ensembles and black-tie
glitter, was in a trance all evening.
Music divas like Cissy Houston,
Dionne Warwick, Valerie Simpson
and Angie Stone attended the cel-
ebration and joined the cast dur-
ing the finale, performing solo
stints of “This Little Light of Mine”
while the audience, in an altered
state, stood, clapped and sang
along.
     Other luminaries in attendance
included Chuck Jackson and
George Faison.  Politicos like Con-
gressman Charles Rangel, Council-
woman Inez Dickens, NYC Comp-
troller John Liu, Lu Willard, Leslie
Burns, Laverne Perry, Nate Berkus,
Marcella Maxwell, Harriet Michel,
Journalists Jeanne Parnell and Don
Thomas, G.Keith Alexander and
Bob Law, Adrienne Lopez, Diane

Greene, Ruth Clark, Hazel Smith,
Shirley Scott, Stephen Burrows,
Veronica Jones, Stanley Gleaton,
Jeff Burns, Joyce Davis, Rita Rodin,
Hazel Dukes, Deborah Singletary,
Judge Tanya Kennedy and lots of
proud parents of the performers.
Councilwoman Inez Dickens re-
peated her unswerving support for
the Mama Foundation’s works.
      The stage presentation was fol-
lowed by an after party at Melba’s
Restaurant, at the State Office Build-
ing on 125 Street, where an eclectic,
movable feast of food items were
proffered, courtesy of local restau-
rants including Jacob’s, Make My
Cake, Red Rooster Harlem, Corner
Social and Chez Lucienne.
    Also present were Spoonbread’s
Norma Darden who served
jambalaya and Sylvia’s Bedelia
Woods who served fried chicken,
greens, and cornbread. Palettes
were cleared with Chambord Vodka,
Kir Royales, and bottled water.
      Vy was generous with thanks to
Myrna and Freddie Gershon, who
sponsored the 30th Anniversary and
made a $30,000 donation to the Foun-
dation that night, saying that it just
a “lubricant” for future gifts. She also
cited other event sponsors and part-
ners such as Kenneth Fox; The
ELMA Music Foundation; AARP;
Don Coleman; 5 Towns Community
Center; Walt Frazier; Bernard
Hunter; Jocelyn Johnson and
Yamaha Music Company,
Rosebrand, and WBLS Radio. Need-
less to say, Oh What A Night….and
a great time was had by all! ‘Mama’
at 30 event generated $100,000.

Gospels For Teens honoree, Tyrell Osbourne displays $30,000.00 check presented to The Mama Foundation for the Arts, from Myrna and
Freddie Gershon standing on the stage with Vy Higginsen                                                                                                   (Photo: Ronnie Wright)

A FAMILY AFFAIR - Vy Higginsen (mother), Ahmaya Knoelle Higginson (daughter), Ken Wydro
(father) are the proud helm of The Mama Foundation for the Arts organization (Photo: Dave Allocca)
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Fashion NOBLESE with Fashion & Beauty Editor Audrey J. Bernard

Nicole Miller’s fall/winter fashion
show is blissfully Black!

Designer Nicole Miller

Black is beautiful!  Just ask “cut above the rest” designer Nicole Miller whose Fall/Winter 2013 fashion presentation was almost a total blackout!  The show began with
everything black and beautiful with some touches of grey.  Miller’s look was more masculine than usual and different from her signature fitted ruched dresses and mermaid hem
gowns.  The inspiration for the show was taken from a man’s perspective – great looking male-inspired pieces that could be ripped out of your man’s closet.  Highlights
included fedoras, tuxedo blazers, vests, tattoo-print tops, wallpaper-patterned coats with trenchcoat lapels.  Also cigarette pants, fabulous lofty sweaters leather leggings,
motorcycle jackets and ruched knee-length skirts.  Miller’s use of prints was interestingly innovative.  Uptown glam meets downtown chic.
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we look at that position—and this
has happened before.
      “Sometimes entertainment
leads the way. It’s about creativity
and opening up what the world can
look like; it doesn’t have to be one
particular thing, you know. We saw
that in ‘Deep Impact’ with Morgan

Film Strip

Angela Bassett and Antoine Fuqua
deliver in ‘Olympus Has Fallen’

By Marie Moore
Contributing Scribe

       It’s been a banner year for
Black filmmakers thus far begin-
ning with the great film “Broken
City” directed by Allen Hughes
from a story written by Brian
Tucker, then “Stoker,” written by
Wentworth Miller and now
“Olympus Has Fallen” directed by
Antoine Fuqua.   Other movies re-
leased this month are “The Sap-
phires,” written by Tony Briggs
that tells the story of Australia’s
Blacks and Misha Webley’s “The
Kill Hole.” Still to be released is
Jeymes Samuel’s Black western,
“They Die At Dawn.”
      The acclaimed actress Angela
Bassett is always a pleasure to see
onscreen and off.  She was at the
Waldorf -Astoria recently promot-
ing her latest project, Antoine
Fuqua’s gripping and engrossing
film, “Olympus Has Fallen.”  With
such a serious movie, I thought I
would kick the interview off with a
humorous, silly question.
      So Angela, what is harder be-
ing an actress and convincing an
audience or actually being the
head of the nation’s Secret Ser-
vice agency?  “Surely the head of
the Secret Service, surely. I was
very honored [to play Lynn
Jaceobs] because historically we
have not been in that position.
This is the first time on film that a
woman is portrayed in that particu-
lar role. So it’s a real honor and I
was very thankful to Antoine and
his vision of changing the way that

Freeman as our president and some-
one said, ‘oh, what do think about
that?’ A president could look like
this! So the director of Secret Ser-
vice can look like this.”
      Did any woman come to mind
while portraying a powerful fe-
male?
“Women who have a strong voice
and step out when they weren’t
seen very much were an inspiration.
It might be Shirley Chisholm, who
ran for president, Barbara Jordan,
yeah, strong but smart women.”
      What was your first reaction
to the script?   “Well, what drew
me initially and foremost was to
work with Antoine [Fuqua] and
then that he was going to turn this
character and make it a woman. It
was one of those page-turners. If it
doesn’t get me by 30 as we say, it’s
not going to do it. But this one kept
me to the end.
      “I don’t know if it’s my history
of growing up or whatever but usu-
ally going through something and
then being resilient, fighting back
with your back against the wall,
that’s what I’m drawn to and not
so much about blowing up and
make believe. I like stories about
people, the humanity in us, and
challenges.”
       Of course this is a Hollywood
movie, but do you think something
like this could ever happen?   “I
hope not [Laughs]. I hope not!
Wow , oh my gosh! But with the
tech crew that we had on the set I
think we’re in good hands. Just sit-
ting around having conversations
and hearing about some of places
they’ve been and things that
they’ve done or are required of
them, it went a long way to make
me feel secure that this would not
happen.”
      After Bassett departed, a jubi-
lant Antoine Fuqua enters the room
saying before he evens sits down,
“Anything Gerald Butler said is a

lie.” Butler, who was also doing in-
terviews for the film, had heaped a
ton of praise on his director.   And
Butler is not the only one—all the
cast members that preceded Fuqua
hailed him as a director. Screen-
writers Creighton Rotenberger and
Katrin Benedikt also told me that
Fuqua made the story more plau-
sible by changing the day of the at-
tack from July 4th to the 5th because
security would be more lack on that
day.
      It goes without saying a film
about terrorists who blow up the
White House is no joke but Fuqua
did have a blast.  What was it like
having to build a White House set
and then blowing it up?  “Of course
the White House set had to be built.
We made the phone call and they
didn’t like that idea. Obama said, ‘I
don’t think so.’ It was a complex op-
eration. There wasn’t a lot o green
screen; we built all those fences, all
that stuff is real. People had to actu-
ally be on those fences; there was
running, gunning and bullets flying.
      “It was complex but a lot of fun
to do. Walking down those beauti-
ful hallways was incredible. Some
of the tech guys that had worked in
the White House got chills.  They
were like, ‘this is amazing,’ and then
I was like, ‘I can’ wait to I blow it up’
[laughs]. I was like a kid in a sand-
box.”
      Was it a conscious decision to
have two very powerful women in
this?   “I wanted great actors in the
movie, period. But I never thought
about it in the sense I wanted them
to be women, if that makes any
sense. Who are the best people for
these roles? With Angela, I’ve
wanted to work with her for years
and Melissa Leo as well.
      “I think the head of the Secret
Service was written as a man and I
thought why does it have to be a
guy. Let’s get Angela but like in my
mind I didn’t sit back and think, ‘oh

Antoine FuquaAngela Bassett

they never did have the head of Se-
cret Service as a woman in a movie. I
just wanted to work with Angela.”
       I understand you had something
to do with the final outcome of the
script?   “It was a little different. It
wasn’t as grounded and as real and I
said if you make it more real, if you
make a version than I want to make
then I’ll do it.  They did and I got
excited about the idea to attack the
White House in a movie for fun, that’s
a big event, why not?”
       At what time did you hear about
White House Down and what was
your reaction?  “First time I heard
about it was actually after I read this
script and they said there’s another
movie being made, ‘White House
Down,’ and it had Jamie Foxx and
Channing Tatum in it. My reaction
was, ‘great.’ Again, if you’re going
to let me make a grittier version, my
version of this film, then there’s room
for both of us because Roland is a
different director and you can give a
director the exact same script and be-
cause our visions are different and
our approach is different and our life
experiences are different, it’s just go-
ing to be different movies.
      “So it didn’t, sway me in any way.
I didn’t think about it much. I wasn’t
thinking about, I’m gonna beat
Roland.”  Was gun violence on your
mind while making this film?   “Al-
ways. Always on my mind. I have chil-
dren. Always in my mind but you
have to separate reality and movies,
that’s our job and be responsible
adults about the decision process of
weapons in this country.   There’s a
process that needs to happen. It’s a
tricky question because the bigger
question is a bigger answer or dis-
cussion rather about that but I don’t
like guns as an individual personally
‘cause they’re built to do what you
see in movies.  Luckily in movies ev-
erybody gets to go home and be with
their families but I think about it all
the time.”
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Breakfast at Tiffany's at the
Cort Theatre Marquee

Emilia Clarke & Cory Michael Smith make
their B’way debut in Breakfast at Tiffany’s

THEATER with Second Night Reviewer Audrey J. Bernard

     The world premiere of Tony
Award winning playwright Rich-
ard Greenberg’s new play,
Breakfast at Tiffany’s, opened on
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 at the
Cort Theatre (138 West 48th
Street) followed by a fabulous af-
ter party hosted by Blondie’s
Debbie Harry at The Edison Ball-
room.  Based on Truman Capote’s
iconic masterwork, Breakfast at
Tiffany’s, this stage adaption us
directed by Sean Mathias stars
Emilia Clarke (Holly Golightly),
Cory Michael Smith (Fred) and
George Wendt (Joe Bell).
    The story is set in New York
City in 1943.  Fred, a young writer
from Louisiana, meets the flirta-
tious Holly Golightly who is a man
magnet.  Everyone falls in love
with Holly – including Fred.
Herein lies the problem as he’s
poor, and Holly is attracted to big
spenders.  As war rages on in Eu-
rope, Holly begins to fall in love
with Fred – just as her past
catches up with her.
    The cast of Breakfast at
Tiffany’s also includes Suzanne
Bertish, Danny Binstock, Pedro
Carmo, Elisabeth Anthony Gray,
Murphy Guyer, Eddie Korbich,
Paolo Montalban, Kate Cullen

order to win the truck, the ten
hard-luck Texans must keep at
least one hand on the truck in
order to win it knowing that
only one of them will drive
away with the American Dream.
    Hands on a Hardbody stars
Keith Carradine, Allison Case,
Hunter Foster, Jay Armstrong
Johnson, David Larsen, Jacob

The company of Breakfast at Tiffany's at Opening Night curtain call Donovan Mannato (lead
producer) and wife Debbie

Cast members George Wendt,
Elisabeth Anthony Gray

Sean Mathias (director), Colin Ingram
(lead producer)

Cory Michael Smith, Debbie Harry,
Emilia Clarke

Director Sean Mathias, Cory Michael Smith,
Emilia Clarke

Roberts, John Rothman, Tony
Torn, Lee Wilkof and James
Yaegashi.
    The creative team for Breakfast
at Tiffany’s includes Derek

McLane (scenic design), Colleen
Atwood (costume design), Peter
Kaczorowski (lighting design),
Wendall K. Harrington (projection
design) and Rob Milburn and

Michael Bodeen (original music
and sound design).
    Breakfast at Tiffany’s is pro-
duced by Colin Ingram &
Donovan Mannato, Geoffrey Tho-

mas and Dominic Ianno in associa-
tion with Robert L. Hutt, Michael
Fong/John Schmidt, May Chu and
Ilene Starger.  (Photos courtesy
Broadway.com)

Director Neil Pepe’s Hands on a Hardbody revs up Broadway audiences

    Opening Night revelers
trucked on over to the Brooks
Atkinson Theatre (256 West
47th Street, NYC) to attend the
new Broadway musical Hands
on a Hardbody followed by a
celebratory party at Roseland
Ballroom.
    Directed by Neil Pepe with
musical  s taging by Sergio
Trujillo, Hands on a Hardbody
boas ts  a  book by  Doug
Wright ,  lyrics by Amanda
Green ,  and music by Trey
Anastasio and Amanda Green.
The musical has revved up
Broadway audiences  who
nightly cheer for an underdog
to win a brand new truck that
will hopefully give the winner
a brand new lease on life.  In

Hands on a Hard Body Brooks
Atkinson Theatre Marquee

Ming-Trent, Kathleen Eliza-
beth Monteleone, Mary Gordon
Murray, Jim Newman, Connie
Ray, Jon Rua, Keala Settle,
Dale Soules, Scott Wakefield,
and William Youmans.
    Hands on a Hardbody fea-
tures an award-winning creative
team consisting of Christine
Jones (scenic design), Susan

Hilferty (costume design),
Kevin Adams (lighting design),
Steve Canyon Kennedy (sound
design), Trey Anastasio and
Don Hart (orchestrations), and
Carmel Dean (vocal arrange-
ments/musical direction).
    The La Jolla Playhouse pro-
duction of Hands on a Hardbody
is produced on Broadway by

Broadway Across America – Beth
Williams, Barbara Whitman/Lati-
tude Link, Dede Harris/Sharon
Karmazin, Howard & Janet Kagan,
and John & Claire Caudwell,
Rough Edged Souls, Joyce Primm
Schweickert, Paula Black/Bruce
Long, and Off The Aisle Produc-
tions/Freitag-Mishkin.
(Photos courtesy Broadway.com)

Jacob Ming-Trent, Ronald
McCowan

Hayley Dumond, Keith
Carradine

Jay Armstrong Johnson,
Allison Case

Jim Newman, Connie Ray

Doug Wright, Amanda Green, Trey Anastasio, Sergio Trujillo &
Company

Curtain Call-Mary Gordon Murray, Keala Settle, David Larsen,
Hunter Foster, William Youmans, Dale Soules, Jacob Ming-Trent
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Co-creators Norman and Karpman
brings Langston Hughes’ poetry to life

Great Performance

By Ernece B. Kelly
Drama Critic

      It was startling to hear the dis-
tinctive voice of poet/playwright
Langston Hughes opening the
recent one-night-only perfor-
mance of his poem, “Ask Your
Mama” at Harlem’s handsomely
refurbished Apollo Theatre.
      The epic poem it consists of
twelve parts and is grounded in
playing the Dozens (as in “Ask
yo’ Mama”) was portrayed in sev-
eral ways: the Manhattan School
of Music’s Chamber Sinfonia,
readings by spoken word artist,
Roger Guenveur Smith, and the
vocalizing of both mezzo-soprano

Tesia Kwarteng and soprano Erin
McGlover.
       But the headliners were the re-
nowned Jessye Norman and jazz
vocalist, Nnenna Freelon probably
the main reason an enthusiastic
audience filled the theatre from

balcony to orchestra level.  And
we were rewarded with Norman’s
thrilling harmonic leaps and
Freelon’s inventive scatting!
     Fleshing out the music it
ranged from cha-cha to opera to
blues and jazz was the extraordi-

nary visual landscape created by
Kate Hackett.  The back of the
stage became a screen for a non-
stop show of videos and stills,
both color and black and white.
Famous faces—such as Marcus
Garvey, Father Divine and So-

journer Truth vied with clips of civil
rights marchers or energetic break
dancers and with stills of lunch
counter sit-ins.

The two hour program was
an evocative adaptation of one of
Hughes’ lesser known works de-
spite the frequent difficulty of un-
derstanding the poetry as singers
overlapped and the orchestra played
in full-throat.  Kudos to co-creators
Jessye Norman and composer Laura
Karpman for bringing Langston
Hughes’ poetry to life.

[FOOTNOTE:  Internationally re-
nowned artist Michelle N’
Degecello was listed on the flyer
with the other performers, but I did
not see/hear her.  She came from
behind the curtain at the end of the
show, so perhaps she was playing
backstage or some such...Dunno].

By Ernece B. Kelly
Drama Critic

      Playwright Greg Kalleres’ bit-
ing, brilliant satire, “Honky” is all
about race and racism.  The n**
word and m**f*** are thrown
around like confetti, but it’s effec-
tive, not overdone.   Set in an un-
named city, “Honky” explores
what happens when a Black
youngster is shot dead.  Because
his sneakers are missing, it’s
thought he was killed for his
shoes.    While this shocks
some, it raises the marketing
profile for those sneakers—
SKYMAX15—in the eyes of
Davis (Philip Callen), president
of the company.   He’s been
looking for ways to make those
sneakers as desirable to whites
as they are to Blacks!
      “Whites have to have things
legitimized by Blacks,” Davis se-
riously insists to the shoe de-

Jessye Norman Langston Hughes Laura Karpman

‘HONKY’ is all about race and racism
face, as Peter (Dave Droxler) admits,
“I feel for your people.”  Matters
get hilariously surreal when Abe
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass
show up!
       Throughout, playwright Greg
Kalleres keeps the humor perking,
and director Luke Harlan’s choreog-
raphy even extends to the numer-
ous scenery changes—actors enter
and leave “in character”, holding
hands in one instance.
       Roman Tatarowicz’ set made up
of handsome rectangular floor-to-
ceiling panels which silently open
and close, facilitates the swift scene
changes and the sound design of
Brandon Wolcott keeps an upbeat
rhythm going.
        All of one piece, “Honky” is a
refreshing, funny, sometimes star-
tling look at race and how it impacts
the lives of contemporary Black and
white folk.  “Honky” is at Urban
Stages on West 30th Street, Manhat-
tan, closing April 15th.

Off-Broadway

signer, Thomas (Anthony
Gaskins) who is African-American
and shocked to learn the ubiqui-
tous ad for his invention was cre-
ated by a white man  using “ghetto
slang”.
       Threatening to quit, Thomas
shares his dilemma with his sister,
Emilia (Arie Bianca Thompson)
who’s dealing with her own nega-
tive feelings about whites she
works with as a psychotherapist.
     Complications abound—as
they always do in satire— and the
guilt feelings of both whites and
Blacks are on full view here, as is
the fear that keeps both races
locked into stereotypes of the
Other.   Andie (Danielle Faitelson),
a white woman, is asked by her
African-American lover, “Is this a
Black thing”?  While a white man
challenges a Black man, asking,
“Is the n**** word yours too?”
Even the most innocent-sounding
phrases blow up in the speaker’s“HONKY” cast (L-R) Phillip Callen and Anthony Gaskins

211 Community Impact Welcome to
the Move for the City Program was
held at the Newark Museum on Thurs-
day, March 21. (PICTURED) Dr.
Lauren Wells (Co-Founder/Executive
Director), Dupre L. Kelly (Co-
Founder/Chairman Board of Trust-
ees), Reggie Nobles (Board Trustee/
Move for the City Chair).  Honorees
included Dr. Larry Levert,
Councilmember at Large Mildred
Crump and WBLS air personality/Hip
Hop Pioneer DJ Marley Marl
(Photo: Ronnie Wright)
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C L A S S I F I E D
Adoption

ADOPT - Happily married couple
wishes to adopt! We promise uncon-
ditional love, learning, laughter, won-
derful neighborhood, extended fam-
ily. Expenses paid. (Se habla español.)
1-800-965-5617
www.DonaldAndEsther.com. 

ADOPTION: Educated, financially
secure, affectionate married couple
want to adopt a baby into a nuturing,
warm, and loving enviroment. Ex-
penses paid. Cindy and Adam. 1-800-
860-7074

ADOPT: A childless couple seeks to
adopt. Loving home with tenderness,
warmth, hapiness. Financial security.
Expenses paid. Regis & David
(888)986-1520 or text (347)406-1924;
www.davidandregisadopt.com

ADOPT: A happily married couple
promises cozy home, secure future,
extended family, unconditional love
for baby of any race. Expenses paid.
Leslie/ Daniel  TOLLFREE:
1-855-767-2444
danielandleslieadopt@gmail.com

Business Opportunity
Riverside Hotel and Bowling Center
For Sale- Located in the Olympic Re-
gion of the Adirondacks, 8- Lane
Brunswick center, cosmic bowling and
sound system, Qubica auto scoring
& AMF SPC synthetic lanes installed
6 years ago, established leagues with
37 year annual tournament, turn key
operation with many improvements -
$300,000– (800) 982-3747
www.riversidebowlinglanes.com

Financial
Protect your IRA and 401(k) from in-
flation by owning physical gold or sil-
ver! Tax-free, hassle-free rollovers.
FREE "Gold Guide" AMERICAN BUL-
LION, 800-527-5679

Health
BUY REAL VIAGRA, Cialis, Levitra,
Staxyn, Propecia & more... FDA- Ap-
proved, U.S.A. Pharmacies. Next day
delivery avaiable. Order online or by
phone at viamedic.com, 800-467-0295

Help Wanted
AIRLINES ARE HIRING –Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if quali-
fied -Job placement assistance. CALL
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-
296-7093

Driver- Daily or Weekly Pay.Hometime
Choices.One cent raise after after 6
months and 12 months.$0.03 En-
hanced Quarterly Bonus. CDL-A, 3
months  OTR exp. 800-414-9569
www.driveknight.com

Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS from only $3997.00-
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your
own bandmill- Cut lumber any dimen-
sion. In stock  ready to ship. FREE
Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

Attend College Online from Home. 
*Medical, *Business, *Criminal Jus-
tice, *Hospitality. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer and Financial Aid
if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
888-201-8657 www.CenturaOnline.com

Out of State Real Estate
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom
factory constructed homes $45,900+,
Friendly community, No Real Estate
or State Income Taxes ,minutes to 
Atlantic Ocean. 772-581-0080,
www.beach-cove.com. Limited sea-
sonal rentals

Services
Cellini Chair Doctor. Refinishing,
Reupholstery, Caning, Drapery,
Chairs, Tables, Bedrooms,
Diningrooms, Custom Upholstered
Headboards, Valences, Cornices &
more. Over 50 years experience. FREE
ESTIMATES call 347-627-5273.

Vacation Rentals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best
selection of affordable rentals. Full/
partial weeks. Call for FREE bro-
chure. Open daily. Holiday Real Es-
tate. 1-800-638-2102. Online reserva-
tions: www.holidayoc.com

Wanted
CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold
& Silver. Also Stamps & Paper
Money, Entire Collections, Estates.
Travel to your home. Call Marc in
NYC 1-800-959-3419

Compiled by Audrey J. Bernard
Lifestyles & Society Editor

    Bello Nock’s brand new show
Bello Mania was a big hit with
young and old audiences alike
during its debut at The New Vic-
tory Theater, 209 West 42nd Street
that played its last show on Eas-
ter Sunday, March 31, 2013.
There were lots of Easter bonnets
and baskets in the house making
for a very colorful audience.
Bello, who was joined on stage
by his daughter Annaliese and
supported back stage by his wife
Jennifer, and daughter Amariah,
had an extra special time enter-
taining the sold out audience.
    Bello wowed audiences with
stunts on a sway pole, balancing
a chair on a high wire and perform-
ing tricky trampoline mayhem as
only he can do.  “Every life has a
story and I want to share a little of
mine, while doing what I love.
Bello Mania is as much about
honoring my unique family heri-

KIDDIES KORNER

Bello Mania makes triumphant
debut at The New Victory Theater

Bello and the ringmaster poses
with Priscilla Sanchez and Marc
Kerzhnerman

Kim M. Chiu with daughter Sofia
Mia Chiu (Photo by Jeannie Yip)

tage as it is about bringing thrills
and everlasting memories to kids
of all ages,” he said.
    Bello also designs and builds all
of his own stunts and riggings, in-
cluding the Double Wheel of Steel
and the Aqua Trap. The self-pro-
claimed “comic daredevil,” has
hung by his toes under a helicop-
ter flying over the Statue of Lib-
erty, walked a high wire from the
NYC Ballet to Avery Fisher Hall,
repelled off of Madison Square
Garden and ridden an elephant
through the Mid-Town Tunnel.

Compagnie XY’s Le Grand C
brings their astounding human
formation to In Compagnie
XY’s Le Grand C, a collective
of 17 acrobats, performs heart-
stopping stunts with distinc-
tive style and trust in each other
as their only safety net.  They
create one astounding human
formation after another to make
a portrait of expressive move-
ment, powerful physicality and
continuous surprise. The U.S.
premiere of Le Grand C will per-
form at The New Victory The-
ater, 209 West 42nd Street, from
April 18-28, 2013.  Compagnie
XY was founded in 2005 to ex-
hibit acrobatic ensemble work
that reflects the personalities
and creativity of each per-
former.  The highly trained in-
dividuals are encouraged to
showcase impeccable tech-
nique while experimenting with
the possibilities of their bodies
as a means of narration.  From
quite humble beginnings,
Compagnie XY has traveled to
fifteen countries and performed
over 200 shows.  Le Grand C is
part of Ricochet – Arts for All
Ages! a petite festival of per-
formances from France for
young audiences and their
families.

LEGAL NOTICES
THE BVI BUSINESS COMPANIES
ACT, 2004 CARE Market Neutral
Ltd. Formerly known as CARE Mar-
ket Neutral Fund Ltd. (the Company)
(In Voluntary Liquidation)
NOTICE OF LIQUIDATOR’S AP-
POINTMENT NOTICE is hereby
given pursuant to Section 204(1) (b)
of the BVI Business Companies Act,
2004 that, I, Gareth Thomas of Ogier
Fiduciary Services (BVI) Limited,
Nemours Chambers, P.O. Box 3170,
Road Town, Tortola, British Virgin Is-
lands has been appointed liquidator
of the Company, by a resolution of
the sole shareholder of the Com-
pany, dated 26 February 2013, and
that the Company commenced liqui-
dation with effect from 27 February
2013. Dated: 28 March 2013  Sgd:
Gareth Thomas Gareth Thomas Liq-
uidator



B
E

A
C

O
N

,  
  A

pr
il 

4,
 2

01
3 

- A
pr

il 
10

, 2
01

3 
    

ne
w

yo
rk

be
ac

on
.n

et

24 BEACONSPORTSMarc Rasbury

By Marc Rasbury
 
    There are always plenty of
storylines heading into Final
Four Weekend, and this year is
no exception.  This season, we
have  the  two s tor ies  of
Syracuse’s Michael Carter-Will-
iams and Louisville’s Kevin Ware
that are the epitome of persever-
ance and inspiration. 
    During the Syracuse game ver-
sus California in the opening
weekend of the NCAA tourna-
ment, Williams’s family home was
burned to the ground.  For most
teenagers this would have been
a devastating blow that would
have rendered them useless in an
event as big as the NCAA tour-
nament, but that has not been the
case.  This kid  has shown unbe-
lievable fortitude in the aftermath
of this family tragedy. He has ap-
parently brushed aside the fact
that his family lost all of their
personal belongings to focus on
the fact everybody survived the
event and most of the things that
were lost could be replaced. If
Williams was effected by what
transpired, you would not have
known it by his play, as he cap-
tured the Region’s MVP scoring
12 points, grabbing eight re-
bounds and dishing out six as-
sists in their 55-39 victory over
Marquette in the East Regional
Final. 
    Williams led the Orange on
both sides of the court. At 6-7,
he virtually shut down opposing
guards ,  as  he  anchored  tha t
vaunted 2-3 zone and then di-
rected Jim Boeheim’s offense to
near perfection. When he had
every reason to go into the tank,
he showed tremendous leader-
ship, leading Syracuse to the Fi-
nal Four. 
    In the Midwest Region, the
sight of Louisville’s Kevin Ware

withering in pain looked like the be-
ginning of the end of the Cardinals’
march to the Final Four. Ware went
down after fracturing his leg on a
freak play toward the end of the
first half of their game with the
Duke Blue Devils. The Cardinals
were up by three but the score was
irrelevant at that time.  Although he
is not among the team’s statistical
leaders, he was an important cog
to this team’s success.  You knew
it was a devastating scene because
there was dead silence in the arena.
Duke and Cardinal players and fans
alike were visibly shaken up and
most were on the verge of tears af-
ter seeing what had transpired.   
    Like Syracuse’s Michael Carter
Williams, Louisville, as a team, had
every reason to wave the white flag
as they watched their fallen team-
mate on the ground with a piece of
broken bone piercing from his skin.
Ware, of all people, shouted out
during the nine-minute delay, “Just
win the game!” and that is what the
Cardinals did. 
    After briefly falling behind in the
second half, Rick Pitino’s Cardinals
erupted and put on a basketball
clinic on route to an 85-63 victory
that earned them a trip to Atlanta.
To say that Ware’s bravery cata-
pulted Louisville to that victory is
an understatement. There is no
doubt that Ware inspired his fel-
low teammates  as  wel l  as  his
coach. 
    Ware had surgery that night and
is expected to be back on the court
within six months. But after what
he did for his team on Sunday, he
has earned his four-year scholar-
ship in one afternoon. 
    When I  look back a t  th is
postseason run, Williams and Ware
will stick out in my mind. It will not
be just for their play on the court,
but it will be for their fortitude, in-
spiration, and for the way they
handled adversity off of the court.

Misfortune to triumph for Louisville

Kevin Ware in crutches

 By Derrel “Jazz” Johnson

    With the Miami Heat going on
a 27-game winning streak that
was ended last week by the Chi-
cago Bulls, the New York Knicks
and the Indiana Pacers are bat-
tling for the second seed in the
Eastern Conference. 
    The difference between the
two and the three seed, if both
teams advance in the first round
of the 2013 NBA Playoffs, which
begin on April 20th, will be where
the series starts, and, more im-
portantly, where it ends if there
is a decisive game seven.
    If you look at the schedule,
the Pacers certainly have the
easier one. 
    Of their remaining seven
games, four are against playoff
teams, including back-to-back
games against the Brooklyn Nets
in the Hoosier state and at Madi-

son Square Garden versus the
Knicks. 
    New York has two tough road
games against playoff teams this
week, versus Miami and Atlanta,
and two next week, versus Okla-
homa City and Chicago. 
    With three of those four teams
still battling for playoff position-
ing, the Knicks can expect maxi-
mum effort.
    Both the Pacers and the
Knicks have played well without
key components. 
    The Pacers are missing former
All-Star Danny Granger, who
only played five games this sea-
son, and will miss the rest of the
season and undergo knee sur-
gery. 
    The Knicks, meanwhile, have
lost former All-Star Amar ’e
Stoudemire until at least the play-
offs, and have played 10 straight
games without All-Star Center

Tyson Chandler. 
    Both Indiana head coach Frank
Vogel and New York coach Mike
Woodson deserve a great deal of
credit for being able to keep their
teams pushing ahead despite ma-
jor injuries.
    The New York Knicks have re-
gained their winning ways, and are
on an eight-game winning streak
as of press time, and will have to
keep that up if they want to se-
cure the two seed in the confer-
ence. 
    The Pacers, winners themselves
of five straight, including a huge
road win over the Los Angeles
Clippers on Monday, don’t appear
to be slowing down. 
    It may come down to their
matchup at the World’s Most Fa-
mous Arena next Sunday, which
will be a national game on ABC
that Knicks and Pacers fans alike
will watch closely.

Knicks and Pacers battle for second seed

Amare Stoudmire


